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Build resistance... Build resistance... Build resistance 


Israel gets _ 
billions in aid 
THE US has agreed to give 
£6.4 billion to Israel to shore 
up its sinking economy and 
increase its military power. 

The day before the US 
started bombing Iraq Con- 
doleezza Rice, US national 
security adviser, assured Is- 
raeli leaders that they would 
get the money. 

The Israeli government 
includes the far right National 
Religious Party which advo- 
cates the “transfer’—ethnic 
cleansing—of the Palestinian 
people from their homes in 
the Occupied Territories. 


Queuing to 
stop the US 


*WESTERN diplomats in 
Damascus said that as late as 
Sunday buses had been leav- 
ing on a daily basis from 
Syria to Iraq carrying Arabs 
who wanted to stop a US in- 
vasion of Iraq. 

Meanwhile, in Jordan, 
far from the expected influx 
of Iraqi refugees fleeing to 
Jordan, hundreds of Iraqis 
could yesterday be seen 
queuing to board coaches to 
return them to Baghdad.® 
FINANCIAL TIMES, 
Tuesday 25 March 


Stop this act of 


censorship 


THERE were fears this 
week that the excellent 
Channel 4 programme Ra- 
mallah Daily may be axed 
by TV chiefs. 

The programme makers 
say Channel 4 is under 
pressure from pro-Israel 
forces. 

The programme, broad- 
cast at 7.55pm, illustrates the 
reality of life for ordinary 
Palestinians under the con- 
tinuing Israeli occupation. 

Send protest e-mails to 
Channel 4 demanding they 
keep the programme via 
www.channel4.com/about_c4 
/comments/tv_enquiries.cfm 


War is illegal 


says adviser 


A SENIOR Foreign Office 
civil servant has resigned 
her job over war on Iraq. 

Elizabeth Wilmhurst was 
a legal adviser to foreign sec- 
retary Jack Straw. She had 
worked at the department for 
30 years, and served as legal 
adviser to the previous for- 
eign secretary, Robin Cook, 
during the Kosovo war. 

She quit her job this 
week because she thinks the 
war is illegal without United 
Nations backing. 


Abandoning 
‘our boys’ 


THE BRITISH and US press 
and politicians claim that we 
have to “back our boys” now 
troops are in action. 

But the government and 
the press have abandoned 
US troops who served in the 
last war on Iraq. 

Some 31 percent of US 
troops who served in the 
1991 conflict are either 
dead, seriously ill or receiv- 
ing medical attention. 

This rises to 43 percent 
for those troops who went 
into Iraq. 

Professor Malcolm Hoo- 
per, the chief scientific ad- 
viser to the Gulf Veterans 
Association, says: 

“British troops should 
not go and fight in the Gulf 
because they are not going 
to be looked after when they 
get home.” 
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EXPOSING WAR LIES AND PROPAGANDA 


| ToLp 


You THERE’ 


Be CHEERING WHEN 


How many times 
did Umm Qasr fall? 


BLOOD AND lies. 
That’s the reality of 
the barbarous war 
being waged on Iraq 
by George Bush and 
Tony Blair. 

LIE: On Friday of last 
week US defence secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld 
claimed that US forces 
had captured and were in 
complete control of the 
southern Iraqi port town 
of Umm Qasr. 

The same day Admiral 
Michael Boyce, chief of 
the British defence staff, 
told a London news con- 
ference that US marines 
had seized full control of 
the city. 

“Umm Qasr has been 
overwhelmed by the US 


‘ARE YOU looking, George Bush? Are you 


looking? This was not 
| am against this war.’ 


your son or daughter. 


MICHAEL WATERS BEY, father of Kendall 
Waters Bey, the US marine killed in the 


war on Iraq 


‘THIS WAR is all about oil and money. Bush 
ought to send his daughters over there to 
fight. War could have been prevented. Bush 


is not out of a brother. 


We are.’ 


NAKIA WATERS BEY, Kendall’s sister 


marines and now is in 
coalition hands,” he said. 
But fighting in the city 
continued the next day, 
and the next, and on 
Monday. 
LIE: On Monday news re- 
ports headlined that US 
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forces had found a “chem- 
ical weapons plant” in 
southern Iraq. 

Of course Iraq has 
chemical factories. It is an 
industrial country with a 
major petrochemicals in- 
dustry. Socialist Worker 


does not know what wea- 
pons Iraq has. 

But it was clear that 
there was no evidence 
that there was anything 
sinister about the Najaf 
plant. 

Later on Monday the 
Pentagon was forced to 
backtrack on the story, de- 
scribing it as “premature”’. 

The whole story was 
based on a report which 
first appeared in the Is- 
raeli paper the Jerusalem 
Post, one of whose direc- 
tors is Richard Perle. 

He is a key adviser to 
George Bush, chair of the 
US National Defence 
Board, and a fanatical 
supporter of Israeli prime 
minister Ariel Sharon. 


Hypocrisy on prisoners 


GEORGE BUSH, Tony 
Blair, Donald Rumsfeld— 
and their media cheerlead- 
ers—said it was a “war 
crime” when captured US 
soldiers were shown on Iraqi 
TV. 

They talked of the Gen- 
eva convention. 

Bush and Blair are hyp- 
ocrites. The US has held 
prisoners of war (PoWs) 
captured in Afghanistan for 
more than a year with no 
rights whatever. 

They have been held in 
cages, and subject to torture, 
at Camp X-Ray—the US 
base on Cuba. 

Pictures of 300 PoWs 
airlifted out of Afghanistan, 
with bags on their heads and 
chains covering their bodies, 
were broadcast jubilantly on 
US television. 

These sickening pic- 
tures were even posted on 
the Pentagon’s website. 

Eighteen months on 
these PoWs are still held as 
hostages in Camp X-Ray 
with no rights whatever. 

Tony Blair has been 
happy to go along with this. 
He was also unmoved when, 
during the war in Afghan- 
istan, US deputy defence sec- 
retary Paul Wolfowitz said, 
“We are going to try and kill 
as many of the Taliban as 
possible.” 

He was talking of people 
who fought for the Afghan 


THE US’s prisoners held in 
Cuba got no rights 


government at the time. 
Associated Press corre- 
spondent Ellen Nickmeyer 
reported that after pro-US 
forces took Kunduz from the 
Taliban, 100 prisoners were 
killed and others were 
“taken away with their arms 
tied” to an unknown fate. 
The Red Cross also re- 
ported that up to 600 bodies 
were found in the streets of 
Mazar-e-Sharif after the “‘lib- 
eration” of that Afghan city. 
A film by journalist Jamie 
Doran quotes a Northern Al- 
liance soldier who guarded 
Taliban prisoners at the 
prison in Sheberghan: “I was 
a witness when an American 
soldier broke one prisoner’s 
neck. The Americans did 
whatever they wanted.” 
Was that not, in Blair’s 
words, “contrary to all the 
proper rules of conflict”? 


Price of independence 


ITN REPORTER Terry 
Lloyd was killed after the 
car he and other journal- 
ists were travelling in near 
Basra was attacked. 

He was working inde- 
pendently, and not “em- 
bedded” with British or US 
forces as most reporters 
are. 

Cameraman Daniel De- 
moustier narrowly sur- 
vived the attack. He said 
their car was fired on by 
US tanks while driving 
away from a group of Iraqi 
soldiers. 

He told the Mail on 
Sunday, “The allied tanks 
started heavy firing di- 
rectly at us. Rounds were 
coming straight at the jeep, 
smashing the windows and 
puncturing holes in the 
bodywork. 

“Then the whole car was 
on fire. We were enveloped 
in flames. 

“Tt was terrifying. ’m so 
angry that we were fired on 
by the allies. The Iraqis 
must have been their real 
target but I’m sure they 
were surrendering.” 

A spokesperson for the 
US Pentagon said that 
journalists not “embed- 
ded” with the army were 
“putting themselves at ex- 
treme risk”. 


‘Smart’ bombs which maim and kill 


THE US claims that Iraq will use 
chemical weapons, which it calls weapons 


of mass destruction. 


But it doesn’t say the US and Britain 
are already using weapons of mass 


destruction. 


The military and their media 
cheerleaders talk of smart bombs and 


precision targeting. 


The reality is B-52 bombers raining 
down destruction and cruise missiles 
tearing through buildings and people. 
@The New Labour government has 
admitted that British forces have, and are 
ready to use, cluster bombs. 

Cluster bombs break up into hundreds 
of small bomblets, causing devastation 
over a wide area. Many then lie around 


and act as landmines. 


In previous wars, such as in Kosovo 


targets. 


and Afghanistan, US forces used cluster 
bombs. They continued to maim and kill 
children long after the fighting was ended. 
@The US also has the MOAB (massive 
ordnance air blast) bomb, which was 
specifically developed by the US for use in 
the war on Iraq. 

It is capable of killing everyone within 
a 600-metre radius. If this was dropped on 
Baghdad or Basra it would kill around 
10,000 people instantly. 
@British forces are using the “Paveway II 
smart bomb”. Some 60 percent of those 
used in Kosovo in 1999 missed their 


@The US uses the JDAM “smart bomb”. 
The US military say any of these which 
falls within 40 feet of the target is a 
“hit”—a large enough margin to hit 
nearby houses. 


TERRY LLOYD 


Veteran BBC reporter 
Kate Adie says that US of- 
ficials told her, before the 
war, that they could fire on 
independent journalists 
and also destroy their 
equipment. 

When challenged about 
the possibly fatal conse- 
quences the US official 
replied, “Who cares? 
They’ve been warned.” 

Every time reporters 
appear in Baghdad the 
BBC and ITV tell us that 
their reports are monitored 
by Iraqi authorities. 

What they do not tell 
us—although some chan- 
nels like Sky do—is that 
every word and picture 
from reporters “‘embedded” 
with US and British forces 
is subject to control and cen- 
sorship by the military. 
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tis right to fight 


the US Empire 


Biggest ever wartime protest 


= 
HALF A million people marched 
through London on Saturday 
against the war. 

The size of the demonstration 
stunned the government and all 
those who had predicted that 
opposition would fade away once 


fighting began. 

Saturday’s protest was the 
largest ever protest in Britain 
against a war that is under way. 

The size of the demonstration 
was even more impressive as it was 
called at only a few days notice. 


School and college students, 
trade unionists, pensioners and 
people from all walks of life 
marched in united fury at what 
Britain and the US are doing. 

@iFor more on the anti-war protests 
turn to pages 6, 7 and 15. 
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“?M NOT fighting for Sad- 
dam, I’m fighting for Iraq.” 

Those were the words of Nasr 
Al Hussein, a former Iraqi special 
forces parachutist, on Monday. 

He was one of hundreds of Iraqi 
exiles in Jordan queuing to board 
coaches to take them back across the 
border to Iraq so they can fight US 
and British forces. 

The reality of this war has broken 
through the honeyed propaganda. 

Remember the predictions last 
week in rags like the Sun of “blood- 
less victory”, “taking Baghdad in 48 
hours” and “25 million Iraqis hailing us 
as liberators’”? 

Millions of Iraqi people, who have 
no time for Saddam Hussein, see 
this war for what it is—an invasion 
by the most powerful state on the 
planet killing for oil and global 
power. 

They get to see the gruesome pic- 
tures, which are kept off Western 
television screens, of civilians blown 
to pieces by cluster bombs. 

They look in rage at a swaggering 
US marine hoisting the Stars and 
Stripes above an Iraqi town. 

And they do not want long-term 
US occupation whatever their feel- 
ings toward the current regime. 


People across the globe too 
recognise an old-fashioned imperi- 
alist land grab when they see it. 
That’s why the majority of the 
world’s population oppose this war 
and are taking to the streets in un- 
precedented numbers. 

The protests, walkouts and strikes 
last week and the internationally 
coordinated mass protests at the 
weekend have never happened before 
at the start of a war. 

They make an enormous differ- 
ence. The global anti-war movement 
has already placed limits on the 
amount of devastation Bush and Blair 
feel they can get away with unleashing. 

The desperate argument from the 
warmongers, accepted by turncoats 
like Clare Short and Liberal Democ- 
rat leader Charles Kennedy, is that 
now the war has started everyone 
should back a quick US victory to 
end the bloodshed. 

The swiftest way to end the slaugh- 
ter would be for the US and British 
forces to get out now. 

The thing that will make that happen 
is deepening anti-war protests here 
and rising resistance from the people 
of Iraq and the Middle East. That is 
also what stands in the way of the US 
occupying Iraq like a colonial power. 


Stay on the streets 


THE STOP the War Coalition 
has called for protests across 
towns and cities this week, fol- 
lowing the huge demonstration 
in London last Saturday. 

Everywhere people are extend- 
ing the network of anti-war groups 
inside workplaces, schools, colleges 
and localities. 

Such a network can counter the 
pro-war lies and come together in 
large, angry protests that show the 
government it can’t pretend to be 
running a normal country. 

To their shame, TUC leaders 
have refused to call workplace stop- 
pages or any protests against this 
war. 

Despite calls from left wing union 
leaders, the TUC passed a resolu- 
tion last week that did not even 


Protest this weekend 


Manchester, Sheffield, BBC White City, Southampton, Enfield, Kettering, 
Bedford, Rotherham, Coventry, Newham, Hackney, Preston, Cambridge, 


Middlesbrough, Hove and many other towns and cities. 
London student protest—assemble 5pm, Thursday 27 March, UCL, Gower Street 


for march to US embassy 


STOP THE WAR COALITION 


Phone 020 7053 2153/4/5/6 E-mail office@stopwar.org.uk Web www.stopwarorg.uk Write to PO Box 3739, London E5 8EJ 


come out against slaughter. 

This is no time to stand with a 
Labour government that has thrown 
its lot in with the US war machine 
while attacking groups like the fire- 
fighters at home. 

The best way to support the Iraqi 
people is to build our resistance here. 


US starts 
Carve up 


THE US has already begun dividing up the 
spoils in Iraq, even before it has con- 
quered the country. USAID, the US gov- 
ernment agency put in charge of 
overseeing Iraq’s economy, issued its first 
“reconstruction” contract on Monday. 

It awarded the port of Umm Qasr, 
which was still not under US control, to 
the Stevedoring Services of America com- 
pany in a $4.8 million deal. 

It was expected this week to award its 
largest contract, for $600 million. 

Frontrunners to get it are Hallibur- 
ton, the company US vice-president Dick 
Cheney used to head, and Bechtel, which 
makes the biggest political donations of 
any US construction company. 

These companies will siphon off the 
profits from Iraq’s oil industry which will 
be used to “pay for reconstruction”. 

Last week George Bush ordered the 
seizure of hundreds of millions of dollars de- 
posits made by Iraqi individuals in US banks. 

Yet still we hear Tony Blair and Clare 
Short pretend Iraq's oil and economy will 
be used to benefit ordinary Iraqi people. 
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This is a very 
political war 


A FRIEND of mine was talking to her mother on 
Sunday. Her mother had always been opposed 
to her daughter’s political activity. 

My friend was amazed to be congratulated on going 
on Saturday’s demonstration in London. She was even 
more amazed by what came next when her mother said, 
“But demonstrations are not enough. People need to do 


more.” 

This sentiment is very 
widespread as people wake 
up in the morning and go to 
bed at night to images of 
bombers from Britain incin- 
erating and burying alive 
people in Baghdad. 

But on one count it is 
wrong. The protests so far 
have not been wasted. 

Never in history have 
there been such widespread, 
global demonstrations against 
a War as we saw at the end of 
last week. 

And they threaten the 
global US interests that lie 
behind the war. 

The military strategist 
Karl von Clausewitz fa- 
mously pointed out 200 years 
ago, “War is a continuation of 
politics by other means.” But 
rarely have politics been as 
central to the conduct of a 
war as the present one. 

The whole US strategy 
has been designed around 
two political assumptions. 

Firstly, that the Saddam 
regime is so unpopular that it 
will be unable to defend Iraqi 
cities. 

Secondly, that the war 
will be over before protest 
movements internationally 
destabilise governments 
friendly to the United 
States—especially in strate- 
gically important parts of 
the Middle East, but also 
here in Britain, Italy and 
Spain. 

These assumptions explain 
the attempted US rush to 
Baghdad, despite its generals’ 
fear that the strategy could 
easily go wrong. 

Yet both assumptions are 
already turning out to be 
wrong. 

Five days into the war 
there was little sign of the 
Iraqi Arabs rising up against 
Saddam in the south of the 
country. 


Pilots 


Crowds in Iraq are hunt- 
ing for parachuting US pilots, 
like British crowds hunted for 
German pilots during the 
Second World War, because 
they see them as the main 
enemy, not Saddam. 

And even the anti-Saddam 
Kurds are talking as much 
about fighting against Turks 
as fighting against Saddam’s 
army. 

The overwhelming mili- 
tary hardware of the US 
might still be able to prevail, 
but the war could be much 
harder and longer than was 
first calculated. 

And any gains for US im- 
perialism can be more than 
offset by its loss of influence 
and power elsewhere. 

There are fears within the 
US establishment that an 
eventual victory in Baghdad 
could be accompanied by the 
disintegration of Iraq into 
warring fiefdoms run by 
Kurds, Turks and Shia Mus- 
lims influenced by neigh- 
bouring Iran, which is next on 
Bush’s “axis of evil” list. 

The difficulties in Iraq 
translate directly to difficul- 
ties for the pro-US regimes of 
the region. 

Here the second US mis- 
calculation, about the global 
anti-war movement, plays a 


CHRIS HARMAN 
says the anti- 
war movement 
is having a big 
impact 


central role. 

The Middle East regimes, 
with the partial exception of 
Lebanon, are all militarised 
dictatorships. 

Their ruling classes and 
parties are tied into global 
capitalism and rely on repres- 
sion to frighten those who do 
not share in their wealth from 
protesting. 

But that fear can disappear 
once substantial numbers 
demonstrate together on the 
streets, occupy the universi- 
ties or strike in the factories. 

People are encouraged to 
do such things in Cairo or 
Amman when they see TV 
images of giant protests in 
London, San Francisco, 
Madrid or Rome. The sense of 
a global movement strength- 
ens protesters everywhere. 

So it is that advisers to the 
murderers in the White 
House and Downing Street 
warn that too much open car- 
nage in Iraq can ignite upris- 
ings elsewhere in the Middle 
East. 


Apostle 


In effect, US generals are 
constrained in what they can 
do in the deserts of Iraq by 
what we do here. 

Meanwhile, Tony Blair 
has a big problem of his own. 
His gung-ho backing for 
Bush has not only upset those 
Old Labour types who be- 
lieved Labour was a party of 
peace. 

It has also caused deep 
splits among those who fer- 
vently backed him only a few 
weeks ago because they saw 
him as an apostle of a united 
capitalist Europe. 

He allied himself with the 
right wing Europhobe papers 
of Rupert Murdoch and 
Conrad Black to whip up hys- 
teria against Jacques Chirac 
and Gerhard Schréder—and 
ruined the chances of a suc- 
cessful referendum on the 
euro in a couple of months 
time. 

Euro enthusiasts like 
Guardian columnist Polly 
Toynbee are foaming at the 
mouth. 

They have come out 
against the war along with 
their Europhile friends like 
the Liberal Shirley Williams 
and the Tory Kenneth Clark. 

Blair may have won a par- 
liamentary vote, but he sees 
his political future crumbling 
all around him. 

So keep up the protests. 
Setbacks on the battlefield 
and protests internationally 
can still force Bush and 
Blair to abandon their bar- 
barity in Iraq, just as the US 
abandoned its attempts to 
subjugate Vietnam nearly 30 
years ago. 

And they can certainly be 
made to think twice before 
embarking on another mur- 
derous adventure. 

That is a benefit for hu- 
manity as a whole that is well 
worth struggling for. 
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THE pro-war 
journalist claims the 
Tee] o=10) o)(-MUC-1a) mi Co) 
be bombed. 

He knows this 
because, “Last 
(Tei Co) of- al My o]-18) a] 
month as a journalist 
seeing the reality of 
life under Saddam. 
iTe=Yo lm ex=ve) e)(-mlole](o| 
hug me and offer 
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Hari was ona 
two-week holiday. In 
December he said it 
Cc Teol iii (evi im Come [=i 
Iraqis to express 
their feelings. Many 
asked ‘why your 
government hates 
the Arab world’.” 


Pigging out as 
people fear 


MILLIONS OF workers 
around Britain are 
worrying about their 
pensions. Top executives 
running pensions have 
been out wining and 
dining in luxury. 

Some 350 pensions 
executives recently 
enjoyed a £30,000 
banquet in the main hall 
of the Royal Museum of 
Scotland in Edinburgh. 

Many were executives 
who have closed down 
final salary pension 
schemes to new workers 
and want to increase 
workers’ contributions. 


A pheasant 
confirmation 


TRAIN GUARDS in the 
RMT union are targeting 
the Connex firm for 
strike action over safety 
this week. 

The guards are angry 
that the privatised 
companies want to 
increase their workload, 
diverting attention away 
from being alert for 
potential accidents and 
emergencies. 

The guards were 
proven right last week. A 
pheasant collided with a 
Connex train and put it 
out of service. 


This branch 
won’t answer 


THE NATWEST bank 
has been claiming in its 
adverts that it isn’t like 
all the other money- 
grabbing banks. 

The man in the advert 
boasts his bank allows 
you to telephone your 
branch rather than be 
directed to an anonymous 
call centre. 

Trouble is the NatWest 
branch behind him is 
Hampton Court, which 
NatWest shut down in 
1996 hoping to sell the 
land for a trendy wine bar. 


Not much liberty in 
the ‘land of th 


THE STATE is rounding up 
innocent people and im- 
prisoning them because of 
their ethnic background. 

That sounds like a descrip- 
tion of a repressive regime the 
US would be eager to “liberate”. 
Except it is happening in the US. 

Everyone from an Arab or 
Muslim country who asks for 
asylum in the US is thrown into 
prison. 

George Bush’s Department 
of Homeland Security an- 
nounced the arbitrary arrest and 
detention of hundreds of people 
from over 30 countries last 
week. 

This includes longstanding 
US allies like Jordan, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. It is part of Bush’s 
Operation Liberty Shield. 

“Traumatised people who 
have never committed any 
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UNJUST HOME and abroad 


crime could find themselves in 
prison for months simply be- 
cause they asked our country for 
asylum from persecution,” said 
Dr William Schulz, Amnesty In- 
ternational’s executive director 
in the US. 


e free’ 


|] WE ARE told that DNA 
evidence can be used to prove 
someone guilty of a crime, 
even if they have previously 
been acquitted. 

But many convictions in 
the US based on DNA evi- 
dence may be suspect. 

The scandal centres on 
Texas, which has the highest 
rate of executions in the US. 

Josiah Sutton was jailed 
for 25 years for rape in 1999 
on the basis of Houston, Texas 
police department’s DNA 
testing. When it was retested 
it showed it could not possi- 
bly have been his DNA. 

An audit has shown lab 
technicians were incompetent, 
standards were poor and some 
DNA evidence was contami- 
nated by rain leaking through 
a roof. 


Dismissing workers rights 


“OPEN NOW and discover 
how to take advantage of a 
loophole in the working time 
regulations” and “dismiss 
safely without fear of a tri- 
bunal claim.” 

This is a letter that 
Britain’s bosses received re- 
cently. It advises manage- 
ment on how to get one over 
on their workers. 

“Employing people is be- 
coming an ever more com- 


FIGURE IT OUT 


THE NUMBER of the 
535 members of the 
US Congress with 
members of their own 
family in the US 
armed forces. 

And they shed 
crocodile tears for 
soldiers killed in the 
war on Iraq. 


plex business,” began Tips 
and Advice Personnel, a fort- 
nightly circular. 

The newsletter advises 
bosses to “make sure that 
anyone who works more than 
48 hours a week has signed 
an opt out agreement”. 

There is even a section 
moaning about employee 
training. “How can you be 
sure that you’re not paying 
out just to further careers 


elsewhere? 

“You might assume that 
you could simply deduct a 
fair sum from the employee’s 
outstanding wages.” 

To get round any prob- 
lems the newsletter en- 
courages bosses to get 
“clawback” agreements as 
“they will allow you to 
deduct costs from an em- 
ployee’s wages if he then 
leaves”. 


A poisonous image 


OIL GIANT 

BP prides 

itself on the 

“green” 

image 

pushed by its 

logo and 

expensive 

advertising campaign. 

That image is looking a 
little tarnished in Los 
Angeles, as an official body 
is pushing for a record fine 
on BP for air pollution. 

The British-based 
multinational is also charged 
with submitting false 
documents over the pollution 
to the official Air Quality 
Management District in 
California. 


bp 


BP is accused of 
allowing poisonous fumes to 
escape from its Carson oil 
refinery over an eight year 
period. On one occasion a 
local school had to be 
evacuated. 

The official pollution 
agency is seeking a £200 
million fine on the oil 
company. 

This is by far the largest 
penalty ever sought by the 
agency. 

“The company committed 
thousands of violations while 
routinely submitting 
documents that showed no 
violations,” said agency 
spokesperson Barry 
Wallerstein. 


WHO SAYS? 


“You can’t stay in 
to defend the 
indefensible in 
order to do other 
things that need 
doing.” 

CLARE SHORT 

radio interview where 
she threatened to 
resign from the cabinet 


“| must say that I 
prefer Robin 
Cook’s approach. 
He felt he had no 
choice. If | was an 
MP I would 
definitely rebel 
against the party 
over Iraq.” 

JOAN SHORT 

Clare Short’s mother 


“Never ever in 
the history of 
human conflict 
has such a vast 
material 
advantage been 
displayed by one 
fighting force 
over another.” 
JOHN PIKE 


Washington Military 
Research Institute 


“Preventative 
war was an 
invention of 
Adolf Hitler. I 
would not take 
seriously anyone 
who suggested 
such a thing to 
me.” 

DWIGHT EISENHOWER 
US president in 1953 


“Resistance has 
been minimal 
because few 
Iraqis will fight 
for Saddam—and 
even fewer are 
prepared to die 
for him.” 

RICHARD PERLE 
Pentagon advisor 


“Stop it rally a 
flop. Fewer than 
150,000 took part 
compared with 2 
million on 15 
February.” 

NEWS OF THE WORLD 
23 March 


“Blair tells 
750,000 peace 
marchers, ‘You’re 
wrong’.” 

NEWS OF THE WORLD 
16 February 


Do you have a story 
for inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3Lh. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
fate)alda)\aicelni(smce)ar- melee) .@ 


This is a war not of conquest 


THE PICTURES on this page 
are horrific. But we make no 
apology for printing them. 

They show the reality behind 
the talk from smooth spokesmen 
and “embedded” media corre- 
spondents about a “clean war’, 
“smart weapons” and “an offen- 
sive directed solely at Saddam 
Hussein’s regime”. 

The truth is children’s mangled 
bodies. 

They were blasted by the swoop- 
ing F-16s of the US Air Force at the 
end of last week as waves of jets tar- 
geted Basra. 

At least 50 Iraqis were killed and 
366 injured as the planes bombed 
the city with weapons including 
cluster bombs. 

These are the weapons of mass 
destruction Bush and Blair do not 
talk about. 

Those killed included two 
young children. Four were victims 
from one family. 

The pictures of the dead we 
show (and some much worse) were 
freely available to newspapers and 
television stations in Britain. 

Not one used them—because 
the pictures show Blair is a war 
criminal. 

These killings in Basra took 
place even before the US and 
British governments made three 
key moves on Monday in the face 
of resistance. 

They declared that Basra, a city 
of 1.5 million people, was “a legit- 
imate military target’. It is now a 
freefire zone for troops, tanks and 
aircraft. 

On the same day US planes also 
began bombing civilian areas in 
Nassiriya, population 600,000. 

And B-52 bombers, not planes 


with even a pretence of “smart” 
bombs, started pummelling areas 
around Baghdad. 

Already night after night huge 
explosions have rocked Baghdad. 

We do not know just how many 
have died but the pro-war Daily 
Mail’s correspondent in Baghdad 
wrote on Monday, “Dozens are 
dead, including as many as 60 
women and children. The hospitals 
are full of those who have been 
caught in the fallout. 

“One little boy has his spinal 
cord snapped by a piece of shrap- 
nel. One woman had lost a leg, 
another her child. Both were 
weeping. So was I.” 

On Monday a missile from a 
US plane smashed into the Al- 
Azamiyah area of west Baghdad, 
killing five civilians. 

At least 57 people were killed 
when the US launched 70 missiles 
on an area in north eastern Iraq, 
near the town of Halabja. 

Four missiles fell on the village 
of Khormal where most of the vic- 
tims were killed. 

One was Omar Mohammed 
Saeed. He left a widow, Aisha, and 
ten children. 

His nephew said, “This makes 
us love Saddam, not America. 

“We were happy when the US 
promised to get rid of Saddam and 


‘The US killed 
five Syrians 
when a missile 
hit their bus 

on Monday’ 


his regime. But this is replacing 
Saddam with another form of 
tyranny.” 

The US killed five Syrians when 
a missile hit their bus on Monday. 

They were fleeing from the 
fighting when they were blown up 
at Rutba, in western Iraq. 

There will be more blood on 
Bush and Blair’s hands in the days 
ahead. 

It will be civilians in residential 
areas, civil servants in government 
buildings, conscript Iraqi troops and 
people who fight back because they 
do not want their country seized by 
the US. 

Whenever US military leaders 
feel threatened by resistance they 
turn to still more terrible weaponry. 

They will bring more death and 
suffering rather than contemplate 
the thought of defeat for their im- 
perial project. 

British Tornado warplanes 
have already been upgraded to 
use special “bunker-busting’’ mis- 
siles named Storm Shadow. 

They cost nearly £1 million 
each and are designed to penetrate 
protective concrete. 

If they hit civilian shelters they 
will cause a horrendous massacre. 
The forerunner of the Storm Shadow 
killed up to 1,000 people in the 
Amariya shelter in Baghdad in 1991. 

And in the south of Iraq on 
Monday the A-10 aircraft were 
using thousands of depleted ura- 
nium shells to deal with “pockets 
of resistance”. 

If it were not for the global anti- 
war movement the scale of the 
slaughter would already have been 
much worse. 

The murder in Iraq should be 
the spur to redouble resistance 
against Bush and Blair. 
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‘We want to minimise the suffering of ordinary lraqi people. 


but liberation’ Blair, 24 March 


Bush and Biair’s 
military targets 


Scorn for all their 
talk about freedom 


“OUR FORCES will be met 
with applause and sweets 
and flowers,” predicted the 
US Pentagon at the start of 
the war. 

The reality has been 
very different. Again and 
again there are reports of 
hostility to the invasion in 
southern Iraq. 

This is the heartland of 
the Shia minority that rose up 
against Saddam Hussein in 
1991 but which was then 
abandoned by George Bush’s 
father. 

They are fighting de- 
spite the policies of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime because 
they fear the US more. 

There have been some 
stories of smiling Iraqi chil- 
dren greeting British and US 
troops. They should be 
treated with care. 

Justin Huggler wrote in 
the Independent on Monday, 
“Reporters witnessed a group 
of Iraqi youths smiling and 
waving as a convoy of British 
tanks and lorries passed. 

“But once it had gone, 


leaving a trail of dust and grit 
in its wake, their smiles 
turned to scowls. “We don’t 
want them here,’ tutted 17 
year old Fouad.” 

A report in the Wall Street 
Journal was headlined “*“We 
Hate You,’ Says A Local.” 

It went on, “Far from 
being hailed as liberators, US 
and British forces in southern 
Iraq have faced deep hostility 
and gunfire from residents. 

“Tn the dusty town of Az 
Zubavr, south of Basra, some 
Iraqis in civilian clothes fired 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and machine-guns at British 
and US troops. 

“<The Americans are de- 
stroying our country. There 
will be a fight,’ said Ismail 
Hantilsh, an engineer at the 
Iraqi oil company. Nearby, a 
local tailor cradled his baby 
boy and said, ‘We hate you. 
You are all criminals.’ 

“A few weeks ago, coali- 
tion officers in Kuwait were 
making plans to fly TV crews 
to film cheering crowds in 
southern Iraq. 


“Instead some Iraqis react 
with scorn to the American 
radio broadcasts promising a 
massive rebuilding. ‘All this 
talk about bringing us free- 
dom, it’s just talk. All we 
have seen here so far is only 
destruction,’ says Najib al 
Zubairi, a local government 
employee.” 

Reuters reported from 
Safwan in Iraq on Sunday 
that, “Civilians in southern 
Iraq are beginning to wonder 
if US and British troops who 
have captured their towns 
are liberators or occupiers. 

“IT swear it was better 
when Saddam was here,’ 
said Jamal Kathim, as his 
angry friends nodded in 
agreement. 

“When Iraqis are not wor- 
rying about food supplies, 
they wonder why US heli- 
copters have swooped down 
on their villages and allegedly 
fired on civilian vehicles. 

““The Americans and 
British said it was going to 
be a liberation but this is an 
occupation,’ said Majid, 15.” 


‘You take the city down’ 


“YOU HAVE this simulta- 
neous effect, rather like the 
nuclear weapons at Hi- 
roshima, not taking days or 
weeks but in minutes. 
“You take the city down. 
By that I mean you get rid 
of their power and water. 


In days they are physically, 
emotionally and psycholog- 
ically exhausted.” 

This is what the US mil- 
itary wants to do to Iraqi 
civilians. 

Harlan Ullman is the 
US military strategist who 


invented the “shock and 
awe’”’ tactic. 

Ullman explained last 
weekend that the US wants 
a “merciless and over- 
whelming bombing cam- 
paign” to terrify the Iraqi 
population into submission. 


Pictures: AL JAZEERA 
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WAR HAS SPURRED MILLIONS TO PROTEST.. 


TRADE UNIONISTS joined students in Edinburgh last Saturday 


Workers walked 
out in protest 


THE SIZE of the 500,000-strong 
anti-war demonstration in London 
last Saturday astounded everyone. 

It was the high point after two 
days of unprecedented protest across 
Britain. 

As well as the brilliant, much 
publicised demonstrations of school 
students, there were significant 
walkouts of workers last Thursday. 

Workers often defied their bosses 
to protest against the war. 

In many towns and cities school 
teachers and university lecturers 
walked out and joined their students 
in protests. 

Members of the PCS civil ser- 
vants’ union said it was the biggest 
day of unofficial action in their 
union for years. In Manchester PCS 
around 50 members from the Equal 
Opportunities Commission joined a 
lunchtime rally. 

In London there were stoppages at 
several government offices, includ- 
ing John Prescott’s office. 

Some 40 PCS members at the De- 
partment of Work and Pensions in 
Tavistock Square also walked out. 


“We had to do something,” said 
worker Modge West. “We couldn’t 
just carry on as normal. After all, 
people in Iraq can’t do that.” 

In Liverpool PCS members from 
several civil servants’ offices and 
benefits agencies round the city 
stopped work, sometimes for hours. 

Down the road at Vauxhall car 
plant a shop steward with a mega- 
phone addressed a factory gate meet- 
ing. A similar meeting was held at 
the AC Delco factory. 


Cheering 


Members of the train drivers’ 
Aslef union walked out with union 
flags and homemade placards. 

Workers at Bowden’s Carpets in 
Liverpool city centre stopped worked 
and protested chanting, “We want to 
floor Bush’s war”. 

In Sheffield, probation workers 
marched from their office to join the 
dinner time protest. Council workers 
and workers from Blades Enterprise 
Centre walked out for an hour. 

Postal workers staged protests at 


Copperas Hill office in Liverpool and 
Aston sorting office in Birmingham. 
In London there were some walk- 
outs of tube workers. Others found 
imaginative ways to protest. 

One tube worker told Socialist 
Worker, “We have got lots of people 
wearing badges at work and a couple 
of people came with me to the demo 
in Parliament Square. 

“T used the customer service PA 
system on the tubes to let people 
know about the protests at parlia- 
ment. When I did, I heard cheering 
in the tube. 

“T even announced that Robin 
Cook had resigned over the PA.” 

Striking staff from the Labour Re- 
search Department in London 
demonstrated on the Millennium 
Bridge with workers from the Health 
and Safety Executive, War on Want, 
the Financial Times, Daily Express 
and other local workplaces. 

Health workers held lunchtime 
rallies outside several hospitals, in- 
cluding in London, Birmingham and 
Sheffield. 

MTurn to page 15 for more reports. 


Revolt in Scottish Labour Party 


THE SCOTTISH Labour 
Party conference revolted 
against the war last week. 

The rebellion was 
remarkable coming just 
weeks before the Scottish 
Parliament elections. 

The Scottish Labour 
Party’s top officials had 
tried desperately to prevent 
a debate on Iraq. 

As proceedings opened 
in Dundee, delegates were 
offered a question and 
answer session with the 
Scottish secretary Helen 
Liddell. But there was to be 
no debate and no vote. 

Delegates rebelled. 
TGWU union secretary 
Andrew Baird said the 
proposals were “demeaning 
and insulting for an issue of 
this importance.” 

Delegates showed their 
disgust with the leadership 


by throwing out the entire 
conference agenda by an 
overwhelming 90 percent 
for the trade union section 
and 85 percent in the 
constituency section. 

The Sunday Herald 
commented, “This was 
Labour’s version of shock 
and awe. This is a hugely 
significant moment for 
Labour. It may have been a 
vote on a technical motion, 
but it was no mere 
technicality. 

“Everyone in the 
conference realised it was a 
decisive blow against stage 
management and synthetic 
politics. 

“It may not have been a 
conscious repudiation of 
Blairism, but the party has 
made a clear statement 
that, after this war is over, 
things will not be going 


back to the way they were.” 

The rebellion forced 
party leaders to have a 
two-hour debate. But trade 
union officials conceded 
that it should be in private 
and with no vote. 

This did not prevent 
speeches against the war. 
The Glasgow Kelvin 
constituency said the case 
for war had not been 
proven. The CWU, Aslef 
and other unions backed 
them. 

RMT union delegates 
called on the party in 
Scotland to declare itself 
“totally opposed to the 
war”’. 

In the end there was a 
deal over the tone of a 
Scottish Labour Party 
executive statement on 
Iraq. 

The statement originally 


“regretted the inability to 
achieve a further UN 
resolution’. This was 
changed to “regretting 
military action has 
commenced without the 
explicit authorisation of a 
further UN resolution’. 

The deal angered some 
delegates who thought the 
unions should have had a 
real confrontation with the 
leaders. 

The revolt was a sign of 
the depth of the anti-war 
mood. It means at May’s 
election the party 
leadership will be hailing 
Blair’s policy in Iraq while 
many of the rank and file 
think he is a murderer. 

Such a mood should 
give further impetus to the 
Scottish Socialist Party 
which has campaigned 
strongly against the war. 


Picture: DOUGLAS ROBERTSON 


Marches 
across 


world 


THE GLOBAL anti-war 
movement has not weak- 
ened since Bush and Blair 
began their war on Thurs- 
day of last week. 

It has reached an even 


greater scale. 

Millions marched, struck and 
protested last Thursday. And on 
Saturday millions took to the streets 
in at least 27 different countries. 

Across the US there were as many 
people on the streets as at the height of 
the protests against the Vietnam War. 

The worldwide demonstrations 
have been especially powerful in the 
very places that George W Bush fears 
the most. 

Anger at the war has swept across 
the Middle East. 

Most importantly there have been 
large and militant protests in Egypt. 

Egypt, with a population of 90 mil- 
lion, has been allied to the US for the 
last 30 years and, after Israel, is the 
second biggest recipient of US aid. 
Mohamed Ahmed sent this 
eyewitness report from Cairo. 
®WE CALLED the anti-war demon- 
stration in Cairo last week our “Tahrir 
intifada’. Tahrir Square is at the centre 
of the city. 

We filled it with tens of thousands 
of protesters on Thursday, singing and 
chanting against war—not just against 
Bush and Blair, but against our own 
president, Mubarak, who is implicated 
in the crimes being done to the people 
of Iraq. 

First, students from the American 
University in Cairo led a march on the 
US embassy. We were forced back by 
riot police using water cannon, electric 
sticks and dogs. 

But the police here are not used to 
protests on this scale and they left the 
main square to us. 

For hours the square and the streets 
nearby were liberated territory. By 
evening people returning from work 
had heard about the events and many 
more joined us. 

People brought candles, food and 
drink. A band arrived. For most of us 
this was a first taste of freedom in the 
streets. 

The Tahrir intifada was our Seattle. 
But soon it was followed by the usual 
violence of our regime—we went from 
Seattle to Genoa. 

On Friday even more people, about 
50,000, met at Al Azhar and marched 
towards Tahrir. 

This time the riot police were there 
in thousands and they attacked from 
the start. There was a madness about 
their violence. 

Hundreds were arrested then and 
later when police broke into the offices 
of the lawyers’ association and the 
Nasserist Party, from which four MPs 
were dragged out. 

The regime took off the facade of 
“civility” and assumed its role as a 
brutal dictatorship. 

Even after the demonstration plain 
clothes security police wandered the 
streets seizing hundreds of young 


CAIRO LAST week 


people including many who had no 
connection to the protest. 

They think they can deal a blow to 
our movement and suppress it once and 
for all. We must prove them wrong. 

We have called another demonstra- 
tion to show that we can hold our 
ground. 

The regime is weaker and more di- 
vided than it has ever been. It is uncer- 
tain about our movement, our voice 
against war and oppression and for 
freedom. We have seen what is possi- 
ble. We want the streets to be ours.® 

There were other demonstrations 
across the Middle East. 

In Jordan thousands of students, 
trade unionists, members of opposition 
parties and womens’ organisations 
joined protests in the capital of 
Amman. 

Police attacked students with gas at 
Amman university. 

Thousands marched in Beirut, 
Tripoli, and Zahle in Lebanon. Pales- 
tinian refugees burnt US flags and 
products in Tyre. In Afghanistan some 
1,000 people joined an anti-war march 
in the Laghman province. 
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MEN BEHIND THE PROJECT 


Their grisly record of 
organising torture 


DONALD RUMSFELD 

US defence secretary 

He was a favourite of US president 
Richard Nixon in the Vietnam War. 

He then became chief of staff and 
defence secretary in the 1970s to 
Nixon’s successor, Gerald Ford. 

In the 1980s Rumsfeld was US 
president Ronald Reagan’s special 
envoy to the Middle East. In 1983 he 
met Saddam Hussein to concludea 
deal to supply US weapons to help 
Iraq in its war with Iran. 

The US State Department 
admitted at the time “available 
evidence indicates that Iraq has 
used lethal chemical weapons” in 
that war with Iran. 

The Los Angeles Times in 1991 
reported that US-supplied 
helicopters “were among those 
dropping the deadly bombs” in 
Saddam Hussein’s 1988 poison gas 
attack on Kurds in the town of 
Halabja. 

More recently Rumsfeld led the 
US Congress committee pushing 
the “Star Wars” National Missile 
Defence system. 


JOHN NEGROPONTE 

US ambassador to the UN 

From 1964 Negroponte was a key 
aide in the US embassy in Vietnam. 
He was then a key adviser from 1971 
to 1973 to Henry Kissinger, and was 
in charge of Vietnam policy on the 
US National Security Council. 

In the 1980s he was charged with 
“carrying out the covert strategy of 
the Reagan administration to crush 
the Sandinista governmentin 
Nicaragua”, according to the New 
York Times. 

As US ambassador to 
neighbouring Honduras he oversaw 
an expansion of US military aid to 
the right wing government from $4 
million to $77 million. 

Negroponte helped organise and 
train Honduras’s infamous 
Battalion 3-16. The US Baltimore 
Sun paper exposed how “The CIA 
and US embassy knew of numerous 
crimes, including murder and 
torture committed by Battalion 3-16, 
yet continued to collaborate closely 
with its leaders.” 


PAUL WOLFOWITZ 

Deputy defence secretary 

He was also an undersecretary for 
defence under George Bush Senior. 

In the 1980s Wolfowitz was US 
ambassador to Indonesia. He 
described the Indonesian dictator 
General Suharto as “a model of 
moderation”. 

Wolfowitz ensured US military 
help for Suharto’s regime while it was 
occupying East Timor in defiance of 
UN resolutions. Some 300,000 were 
killed in that occupation. 

In the wake of 11 September 2001 
Wolfowitz openly called for the US 
to use military might to “end states” 
which threatened its interests. 

Wolfowitz argues the US must be 
ready to confront, with force if 


Wolfowitz helped Suharto kill 300,000 


Rumsfeld plotted to attack Iraq 


needed, its “major strategic 
competitor and potential threat”— 
China. 

Wolfowitz is also on the board of 
several US corporations including 
Hasbro, a major investor in 
sweatshop factories across Asia. 


RICHARD PERLE 

Chair of Bush’s Defence Policy 
Board 

Perle opposes any nuclear arms 
control agreements and 
enthusiastically supports the US 
being prepared to wage nuclear war. 

Perle is a director of the shadowy 
venture capital firm Trireme 
Partners. Itinvests in companies 
dealing in “homeland security” 
technology and services. It has 
lucrative deals in Saudi Arabia and 
elsewhere. 

Perle ominously declared the US 
“must develop a strategy to contain 
France” because of its refusal to 
back war on Iraq. 


ELLIOT ABRAMS 

He is the member of Bush’s National 
Security Council responsible for the 
Middle East, as director of the office 
of “democracy, human rights and 
international operations”. 

Abrams was found guilty of lying 
to Congress to cover up US 
organising and financing of the right 
wing terrorist Contra organisation in 
Nicaragua in the 1980s. 

The Contras murdered, raped and 
terrorised civilians, killing up to 
40,000 people, in their war against 
the Sandinista government. 

Abrams was only saved from jail 
by apardon issued by George Bush 
Senior in his last days of office. 

Abrams was also involved in US 
intervention in El Salvador in the 
1980s which he called a “fabulous 
achievement”. Between 1980 and 
1989 death squads organised by the 
US-backed government murdered 
41,048 civilians, according to an 
official investigation. 

Abrams gave the go-ahead to an 
attempted coup in April last year 
against Venezuela’s elected 
president, Chavez. 


WILLIAM KRISTOL 

He was a junior member of Ronald 
Reagan’s administration and chief 
of staff to Bush Senior’s vice- 
president Dan Quayle. 

Kristol was also paid at least 
$100,000 to act as an adviser to the 
Enron energy corporation which 
collapsed amid a huge corruption 
scandal two years ago. 

Kristol said the US government 
deliberately “allowed Saddam to 
suppress the rebellion” of Iraqi 
Shias and Kurds after the 1991 Gulf 
War. He admitted that the US and 
the Saudi Arabian regime did not 
“want to establish the principle that 
a regime should be removed by 
popular uprisings”. 

Kristol unashamedly calls 
himself an “American imperialist”. 


FANATICAL group of men 
in and around the White 
House use the 11 September 
attacks to launch a war they 
have wanted for over a 
decade. Conquering Iraq is 
merely one step in their plan for ongoing 
military operations against other states, 
leaving the world in awe of US power. 

The aim? Global domination. France, 
Germany, Russia, China and other major 
states are all to come under the thumb 
of the US state and the interests of its 
multinationals. 

All that is an absurd conspiracy theory 
cooked up by the anti-war movement, say 
Tony Blair and the British warmongers. 
Their problem, however, is that Blair’s 
new friends in the US have outlined pre- 
cisely that imperialist scheme in speeches 
and conferences over the last 20 years. 

The main channel is the Project for the 
New American Century, founded in 1997 
by William Kristol, the editor of a hard 
right establishment magazine. Most of the 
Project’s members were part of Ronald 
Reagan’s regime in the US in the early 
1980s. Now they are part of George 
Bush’s government and set the course of 
the US state. 

They include vice-president Dick Che- 
ney, defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
and his deputy Paul Wolfowitz. Zalmay 
Khalilzad also signed up to the Project. He 
currently plays governor general to the 
US-imposed colonial administration in 
Afghanistan and is lined up for a similar 
post in northern Iraq. 

The people now directing the US state 
cut their teeth in the early 1980s, revelling 
in the huge increase in arms spending 
under Ronald Reagan. Chillingly, they be- 
lieve people such as Henry Kissinger, the 
architect of saturation bombing in Viet- 
nam, were far too soft. 

Some, such as John Negroponte and 
Elliot Abrams, organised the right wing 
death squads that murdered tens of thou- 
sands of people in Central America 
throughout the 1980s. They all entered the 
1990s fretting that US economic power 
was declining relative to Europe and Japan. 
They had won the “Second Cold War’ 
against Russia, but now feared a loss of US 
global power. 

So they organised through the Project 
and other outfits to rally support within the 
establishment for a crusade to establish 
total US power. Their argument was 
direct—the US should use its unrivalled 
military machine to shape the world to 
benefit US economic interests. 

As the Project’s founding statement 
put it in 1997, “We are living off the 
capital—both military investments and 
the foreign policy achievements—built 
up by past administrations. 

“Tt is increasingly difficult to sustain 
American influence around the world.” 

They agitated for a hike in arms spend- 
ing. They demanded war against Iraq as a 
prelude to attacking other “rogue states” to 
demonstrate the military power of the US 
state. The Project’s Rebuilding America’s 
Defenses document in September 2000 
warned: 

“The United States is the world’s only 
superpower, combining pre-eminent mili- 
tary power, global technological leader- 
ship, and the world’s largest economy... At 
present the United States faces no global 
rival. America’s grand strategy should aim 
to preserve and extend this advantageous 
position as far into the future as possible. 

“There are, however, potentially pow- 
erful states dissatisfied with the current 
situation and eager to change it... Up to 
now, they have been deterred from doing 
so by the capability and global presence 
of American military power. But, as that 
power declines, relatively and absolutely, 
the happy conditions that follow from it 
will be inevitably undermined.” 

Top of the list of potential competitors is 
China. But the Project’s zealots target 
others too. In 1997 William Kristol ex- 
plained why the US should expand NATO 
into Eastern Europe: 

“An American-led NATO prevented 
Moscow from accomplishing its goal. By 
placing Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic under NATO’s security umbrella 
today, NATO can deter any rising power 
from aspiring to that goal in the future. 

“The alternative is to leave the states of 
Central and Eastern Europe in a geopoliti- 


US military—ready to take off round the world 


Out to rule the world 


The group behind the Project for a New American Century have wanted to attack Iraq for years— 
and their sights are set on dominating the whole globe 


cal no man’s land, forcing them to plan and 
manoeuvre around the inevitably powerful 
pull of a unified Germany and a potentially 
resurgent Russia.” 

The Bush gang today are using their 
“little Warsaw Pact” in Eastern Europe 
against both Germany and Russia. 


Colonial 
dreams: US 
soldiers 
raised the 
flag over 
Umm Qasr 


And they have welcomed the chance to 
clash with France over war on Iraq. The 
European states’ combined economy rivals 
the US’s, but they are not fully integrated 
and lack a unified military. 

They don’t mind a European free trade 
area, complete with neo-liberal policies. 
But they don’t want Europe as a counter 
power to the US. Rumsfeld’s adviser 
Richard Perle attacked in February of this 
year the “desire on the part of France to 
build the European Union as a counter- 
weight to the United States. 

“Counterweight is the term most fre- 
quently employed by the French, by Chris 
Patten in Brussels and by others. For a 
long time the United States and France 
have been allies. But a relationship that 
can be described by the term counter- 
weight is not a relationship of alliance.” 

The Bush gang now seem to see France 
rather than Germany as the main architect 
of a potential French-German-Russian 
axis. A meeting of the American Enter- 
prise Institute last week, two days into the 
war, heard Richard Perle and others call 


for a policy of “containment” of France 
and Germany. The US slaughter in Iraq 
was, said William Kristol, about redress- 
ing “‘a lack of awe for the US”. 

He went on to describe replacing every 
Arab regime in the Middle East with ones 
that are as pro-US as Israel. Michael 
Ledeen, a co-thinker, called Iraq “just one 
battle in a broader war. Iran is the mother 
of modern terrorism.” 

William Kristol told a US congressional 
committee last year that Saudi Arabia, for 


“They want to impose 


the worst possible 


settlement on the 


Palestinians and see 


Israeli might as part 


of their strategy’ 


example, “‘is more part of the problem than 
part of the solution. Although it is still the 
strongest influence on oil prices, other 
sources—in Russia, the Caspian Basin and 
Mexico—can be developed and brought to 
market at reasonable cost. 

“Tn particular, removing the regime of 
Saddam Hussein would be a tremendous 
step to reducing Saudi leverage. Bringing 
Iraqi oil into world markets would im- 
prove energy economics.” 

Central to the Bush gang’s plan for the 
Middle East is not merely siding with 
Israel, but strengthening it as it continues 
to expand settlements in the West Bank. 

They don’t simply see Israel as an ally. 
They identify completely with the most ag- 
gressive forces in Israeli society, Ariel 
Sharon and even those to the right of him. 
They want to impose the worst possible set- 
tlement on the Palestinians and see Israeli 
military might as part of their strategy for 
“regime change” across the Middle East. 

Rumsfeld, Perle, Wolfowitz and the rest 
really do believe in “The New American 
Century”. Seeing off any strategic rivals 


while enforcing free market policies 
abroad means giving US multinationals a 
great advantage in the global chase for 
profit. It strengthens the hands of US ne- 
gotiators as they sit down to discuss trade 
deals and International Monetary Fund 
loans to the other countries. 

That is the prize the Bush gang has in its 
sights with every advance towards Bagh- 
dad. These people now run the most pow- 
erful state on earth. They have a policy to 
preserve and extend US capitalism. The 
rest of the US establishment, despite tacti- 
cal and ideological disagreements, is 
happy to go along with that strategy if it 
delivers. 

And hitching themselves to its success 
is Tony Blair and New Labour. They once 
protested over murder, rape and torture in 
Nicaragua and other Central American 
states. Their newfound friends are the 
thugs who organised it. 


LABOUR AND WAR 


Never 


MANY PEOPLE have 
been shocked and 
outraged that it is a 
Labour government 
which has cravenly 
supported George Bush 
FeTileM rel aveirevenr- Mey (orere hv 
attack against Iraq. 

Throughout its 
history, many ordinary 
members of the Labour 
Party have been 
committed to peace. 

But at every key 
moment the party 
leadership has 
supported imperialism 
and war. 


1914 
Labour’s first test came 
with the First World War. 

At a rally two days 
before the start of the 
war, Labour produced a 
manifesto which 
included the slogan, 
“Down with war! Up with 
the peaceful rule of the 
people!” 

But when war began, 
Labour repudiated the 
manifesto. 

Labour leaders went 
on to urge workers from 
Britain to slaughter 
CMC MCKIE 
in the hell of trenches. 

At the end of the war 
Liberal prime minister 
Lloyd George 
commented, “Had 
Labour been hostile, the 
war could not have been 
carried on effectively.” 


1917 

Labour passed a 
resolution against 
colonialism in general, 
but then made an 
exception for “The 
Colonies of Tropical 
Africa”. 

It said it was 
“impracticable to leave 
the various peoples 
concerned to settle their 
own fates”. 

The Labour 
governments of 1924 
and 1929 continued to 
support the repression 
of the colonies in the 
British Empire. 

JH Thomas was the 
colonial secretary in the 
1924 Labour 
government. 

He said his 
government “intended 
above all else to hand to 
their successors one 
thing when they gave up 
the seals of office, and 
that was the general 
recognition of the fact 
that they were proud of, 
and were prepared to 
maintain the empire”. 


1929-33 

The Meerut trial 
summed up Labour’s 
commitment to the 
empire. 

Labour leader Ramsay 
MacDonald presided 
over vicious repression 
of people who had tried 
to organise trade unions 
in India. 

Three British citizens 
and 20 Indians were 
sentenced to the horrors 
of transportation in the 
Andaman Islands or to 
hard labour. 

The most savage 
sentence of all, 
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on our side 


transportation for life, 
was given to Muzaffar 
Ahmed, vice-president 
of the All-India Trade 
Union Congress. 


1945 

The Attlee government, 
elected by a landslide at 
the end of the Second 
World War, is hailed as 
the highpoint of Labour’s 
achievements. 

But foreign secretary 
Ernest Bevin declared, 
“British foreign policy 
will not be altered in any 
way under the Labour 
government.” 

Labour’s deputy 
leader Herbert Morrison 
said that to give African 
colonies independence 
would be “like giving a 
child of ten a latch-key, a 
bank account anda 
shotgun”. 


1948 

Labour tried to prevent 
the marriage of Ruth 
Williams, a white 
woman, and Seretse 
Khama, who was soon to 
be leader of 
Bechuanaland 
(Botswana). The 
apartheid South African 
government was 
outraged at the idea of a 
“mixed race marriage at 
the heart of the empire”, 
and Labour agreed. 

BiitewsNad(--1 
government continued 
to try to hold on to India 
until even its military 
advisers told them that 
this was impossible. 

And the settlement 
the Labour government 
presided over saw the 
partition of India into 
two states, which led to 
a bloodbath. 

The government 
helped crush risings in 
Greece, Malaya and 
elsewhere. 


1951 

Mossadeq became 
leader of Iran and 
nationalised the oil 
industry. The Labour 
government imposed 
sanctions and closed 
down all of lran’s bank 
accounts. 

When ships tried to 
move Iranian oil they 
were forced back by RAF 
planes. 

This set the stage for 
Operation Ajax where 
British and US agents 
conspired to remove 
Mossadeq in1953. 


MacDonald: kept empire 


1956 

At the start of the Suez 
crisis Labour leaders 
waved the Union Jack 
after the Egyptian leader 
Nasser nationalised the 
Suez Canal. 

In the same way 
Labour figures today 
denounce Saddam 
Hussein, Labour leader 
Hugh Gaitskell said, “It 
is exactly the same as 
that we encountered 
from Mussolini and 
Hitler in those years 
before the war. Force is 
justified in certain 
events.” 

Labour was eventually 
forced to come out 
against war by pressure 
from below. 


1960s 

Mass opposition meant 
that Harold Wilson’s 
Labour government (and 
the succeeding Tory 
government) did not 
send troops to back the 
US in Vietnam. 

Nevertheless Wilson 
remained one of the 
most loyal supporters of 
the US’s war. 

Under Labour Britain 
held on to territories 
“East of Suez” such as 
Aden, Qatar and 
Bahrain. British troops 
were also sent to prop 
up the slave-owning 
Sultan of Oman. 


1982 

Labour played a key role 
in allowing the Tories to 
unleash their forces 
during Margaret 
Thatcher’s war in the 
Falklands in 1982. 

Despite its left wing 
leader Michael Foot 
describing himself as a 
“peacemonger”, Labour 
cleared the way for the 
slaughter. 

Foot urged the 
government “to prove by 
deeds” that the 
Falklands had not been 
betrayed. 

He received full praise 
from the Tories. Edward 
du Cann MP said, “The 
leader of the opposition 
spoke for us all. He did 
the nation a service.” 

The biggest anti-war 
vote saw just 22 Labour 
MPs rebel. 

Foot completed his 
responsibility for the 
Falklands adventure by 
offering Thatcher 
“congratulations” after 
the Argentinian 
surrender. 


1991 
Labour’s leaders pulled 
behind the Tories and 
backed the slaughter of 
the 1991 Gulf War. 
Labour leader Neil 
Kinnock echoed George 
Bush Senior’s most 
chilling rhetoric. Andina 
parliamentary debate 
before the war, he 
rescued a bumbling John 
Major by speaking 
passionately in favour of 
war. 
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British troops giving orders as they move up the River Tigris towards Baghdad 


Disaster when they 


Picture: PA Photos 


last took Baghdad 


British generals thought they could easily plunder Baghdad when they 


4 ARE coming as liberators 
not as conquerors,” pro- 
claim Bush, Blair and their 

generals. It is an appeal Iraqis have 

heard before. 

In 1914 British forces first landed in 
what is now Iraq. They too talked of lib- 
eration. They too ruthlessly pursued 
their own imperial interests. 

British generals and bureaucrats 
thought they could easily subdue Iraq 
and plunder its oil. They were proved 
wrong. During the First World War the 
area was part of the Ottoman (Turkish) 
Empire. At first the British met little op- 
position from Arab armies who hated the 
oppressive empire they were defending. 

Sir Stanley Maude led British troops 
into Baghdad in March 1917. His suc- 
cessful invasion, after earlier defeats, 
was designed to secure the oil-rich and 
strategically important area. 

Maude was dubbed “the liberator” — 
by the British, that is. Nobody asked the 
Iraqis what they thought. 

Many Iraqis wanted to see the back 
of the Ottoman Empire but they were 
wary of the British, especially when 
they discovered details of a secret plan 
to carve up Iraq and Syria between 
Britain and France. 

The Iraqis were right to be suspi- 
cious. Talk of “liberation” soon turned 
to the harsh realities of a conquest. 

Britain extracted a mandate to run 
Iraq from the League of Nations, fore- 
runner of the United Nations. 

One historian called this “‘a legalistic 
cloak of respectability for its partition of 


occupied it in 1917. They were wrong. 


the Middle East”. 

The British created a colonial-style 
administration. It was run by Sir Percy 
Cox and his assistant Gertrude Bell. 

These two upper class colonialists 
prided themselves on their deep under- 
standing of the Arab people. 

Gertrude Bell wrote, “On two points 
they are all agreed. They want us to con- 
trol their affairs and they want Sir Percy 
as high commissioner.” 

She was wrong on both counts. 

Bell declared the Iraqis “uncivilised 
tribes” but she was confident they 
would learn to love her. “There is no 
doubt they are turning to us,” she 
gushed in a letter in June 1920. 

Just one month later the Iraqi people 
united in revolt against Sir Percy, 
Gertrude Bell and the rest of the British. 

Iraqis stormed garrisons, killed some 
British soldiers and captured some 
towns. The British unleashed terror 
against the rebels and punitive raids 
against the local population. 

A British colonel, Gerald Leachman, 
declared, “The only way to deal with the 


‘After the rebellion 
an Arab leader with 
the slogan “Iraq for 
the Iraqis” began to 
win support’ 


tribes is wholesale slaughter.” 

T E Lawrence, Lawrence of Arabia, 
wrote, “We have killed ten thousand 
Arabs in this rising this summer. We 
cannot hope to maintain such an 
average—it is a poor, sparsely popu- 
lated country.” 

But repression simply deepened the 
revolt. It took five months and 8,000 Iraqi 
lives for the British to crush the rebellion. 

Minister for the colonies Winston 
Churchill moaned that subduing the 
locals was “eating up troops and 
money”. He discovered a cheaper 
method—dropping poison gas from 
aeroplanes. 

The British launched one of the first 
ever full-scale aerial gas bombardments 
on thousands of men, women and chil- 
dren. Churchill brushed aside those 
who questioned the morality of poison 
gas. 

“We shouldn’t be stopped by the prej- 
udices of those who don’t think clearly,” 
he said. “I am strongly in favour of using 
poisoned gas against uncivilised tribes.” 

He declared that the gas had “an ex- 
cellent moral effect’ on the locals. 

The British found it easy to kill 
Iraqis, but it was harder to kill the dream 
of Arab freedom. 

After the rebellion an Arab leader 
with the slogan “Iraq for the Iraqis” 
began to win popular support. 

He was dealt with in true British 
style. He was invited to take tea with Sir 
Percy, arrested and deported to Ceylon, 
now Sri Lanka. 

The British imposed a king on Iraq. 


Only a few Iraqis had ever heard of 
Prince Faisal—and those who had 
didn’t want him as their king. 

The British installed him with great 
pomp and circumstance. They organised 
a vote in which 96 percent backed King 
Faisal, a result that would make many 
modern dictators blush. 

The first thing King Faisal did was 
sign a treaty with the British giving 
them military and economic control 
over Iraq. But mass opposition to the 
British regime continued to run deep. 

The British established an Iraqi army, 
led by British officers, to make sure the 
local people were kept in their place. 

In 1930 the British foisted a new 
treaty on Iraq which meant they could 
continue to keep troops in the region to 
protect their growing interest in Iraqi oil. 
This was the price the regime in London 
exacted from Baghdad before Britain 
ended its mandate over the area in 1932. 

The British maintained its influence 
in Iraq until tensions exploded in 1958. 

The Iraqi army, which Britain had 
created, launched a coup. They killed 
the pro-British king and prime minister, 
invaded the British Embassy and tore 
down the statue of Sir Stanley Maude 
“the liberator’. 

In 1917 the British bragged that it 
took them only three days to take Bagh- 
dad and claimed the local population 
greeted them as heroes. 

Today’s invaders would do well to re- 
member taking Baghdad was just the 
beginning of their problems. 

Judy Cox 


WARMONGERS’ LIES 


Did Blair’s war 
free Kosovo? 


TONY BLAIR constantly claims he 
was right to fight the war in Kosovo 
alongside the US in 1999. The aim, 
he said, was to stop Serbian ruler 
Slobodan Milosevic from carrying 
out ethnic cleansing against the 
Albanian majority in Kosovo. 

But the bombardment of Kosovo 
and Serbia by the NATO military 
alliance made things much worse. 

It triggered the very refugee 
crisis that was then used in TV 
images to justify war. An official 
inquiry by the Western powers’ 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe recorded, 
“The pattern of expulsions and the 
vast increase in lootings, killings, 
rape, kidnapping and pillage” 
increased massively “once the 
NATO air war began.” 

The United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees recorded 
that around 4,000 Albanian 
refugees had fled Kosovo by 27 
March, three days after the NATO 
bombing started. From then to the 
end of the war in June there were 
863,000 Kosovo Albanian 
refugees and unknown numbers of 
Serbs, Gypsies and others. 

The right wing magazine the 
Economist admitted, “This was a 
war to stop ethnic cleansing but 
the main effect was to intensify it.” 

NATO told systematic lies. It 
bombed bridges, factories and 
power stations across Serbia. In 
one incident NATO bombed an 
Albanian refugee convoy in 
Kosovo, killing scores of people. 

At first NATO tried to deny 
responsibility. Then it claimed 
there were military vehicles in the 
convoy. Then it blamed Serb 
planes. Days later NATO was forced 
to admit the truth. 

The reason for the war was not 
concern for Kosovo Albanians. 
Richard Holbrooke, US special 
envoy to the Balkans, admitted the 
war was about “the credibility of 
NATO”. The US wanted to show it 
could use its military power to 
impose its will. 

Blair claims the war was 
justified because it helped 
overthrow Milosevic. In fact at first 
the war weakened the powerful 
opposition to Milosevic in Serbia. It 
was only over one year later that 
the opposition was able to revolt 
against and topple Milosevic. 

After the war NATO allowed the 
KLA armed Albanian group to 
unleash the same horror on the 
Serb minority that had been 
suffered by the Albanians under 
Serb domination. 

Respected journalist Robert 
Fisk reported, “The number of 
Serbs killed in the five months 
since the war comes close to that 
of Albanians murdered by Serbs in 
the five months before NATO began 
its bombardment.” 

Freedom House, a US-based 
institution funded by US 
corporations and US government 
departments, last year admitted, 
“Since international forces moved 
into Kosovo in mid-1999 a 
campaign of reverse ethnic 
cleansing has been taking place. 
More than 250,000 Serbs, Roma 
(Gypsies), Bosniacs, Croats, Turks 
and Jews have been forced to flee 
the province.” 

It concluded, “The failure of the 
international community to create 
a secure environment in the 
province has made Kosovo a 
European hub for Albanian 
organised crime syndicates 
trafficking in women from the 
former Soviet Union, narcotics, 
illegal aliens, and stolen cars.” 


Making the 
connections 


“ONCE OUR boys are fighting, opposi- 
tion to the war will virtually evaporate.” 

The Blairites, the Tories and the political 
commentators close to them all agreed on this 
after the parliamentary debate 10 days ago. 
A section of the left, believing the media are 
all-powerful, agreed. 

How wrong they were. 

The mainstream media have been over- 
whelmingly pro-war. 

Daily papers supporting the war have a com- 
bined sale of 9.4 million, those showing some 
degree of opposition (the Guardian, the Mirror 
and the Independent) of 2.7 million. The main 
BBC and ITV channels hardly hide their pro-war 
bias. 

But this has not been able to dominate the 
ideas of a huge proportion of people over the 
war. The sustained level of opposition has 
stunned the Bush-Blair camp. 

How has this happened? 

The disdain of those around Bush and Blair 
for the mass of people means they underesti- 
mate people’s ability to remember the recent 
past—in this case the way in which claims that pre- 
vious wars would lead to peace and prosperity 
have turned to dust. 

Something else important has been involved. 

People never listen to what the media or politi- 
cians say in a void. The Italian revolutionary An- 
tonio Gramsci pointed out some 70 years ago, 
people accept or reject such things according to 
their own existing ways of thinking. 

These are shaped by the groups they have 
grown up in or live and work among. They often 
include traditions which clash with some of the 
things the media and the politicians feed to them. 


Successful resistance 


There always have been workers who strike 
and denounce strikebreakers as scabs. Yet no 
mainstream paper and politician has ever told 
them to think this. 

Such traditions are embodied in individuals 
who argue for them. In any workplace or locality 
there are such individuals. But putting up such 
resistance is difficult if you try to do it by yourself. 

You can pick up useful arguments from the 
mainstream media or, these days, from web- 
sites. But few people have the time and energy 
left after a day’s work to scour papers and web- 
sites systematically. 

Successful resistance depends upon people 
establishing contacts and pooling resources— 
what are today sometimes called networks. 

This is what the anti-war movement in 
Britain has built since the first meetings to 
set up the Stop the War Coalition days after 
11 September 2001. 

The forces who could at the time see what 
Bush and Blair were up to were relatively small. 

But the coalition was able to draw round it 
widening networks of supporters who conveyed 
arguments that appeared in books by Noam 
Chomsky, speeches by Tariq Ali or George Gal- 
loway, or articles in Socialist Worker, to much 
wider numbers. 

Meetings and local groups of the coalition—and 
the sales of papers like this one—have created 
channels which get information to each individ- 
ual battling to win arguments in the works canteen, 
the call centre, or even at the bus stop. 

The sheer size of the movement has, in turn, 
had an influence on sections of the media. 

Part of the reason why papers like the /nde- 
pendent and the Mirrorhave come out against the 
war is because their editors have been able to per- 
suade the giant companies that own them that it 
can pay in terms of circulation. 

We have not yet broken the hold of the pro-war 
newspaper millionaires. But we have proved they 
are vulnerable. That is a small victory worth cel- 
ebrating amidst the news of the horrifying car- 
nage they support. 


by CHRIS HARMAN 


4 quizzed over 
Gatwick bombs 


oon Ma doe 


BOLE a Ls 
onday+++ BES launch 


the media and the war 
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in the desert 


IF YOU were reading 
the Daily Express last 
Saturday (and I realise 
that’s unlikely) you 
would have come very 
quickly to the conclu- 
sion that this war was 
going to be a pushover. 

This was their front 
page: “Rumours Saddam 
is dead—Allies in Baghdad 
by Monday—B52s launch 
terrifying blitz—Britain in 
mourning for our hero 
Marines—8,000 Iraqi sol- 
diers give themselves 
up’”—all above a huge 
headline “SURRENDER” 
and a photo of Iraqi soldiers 
with their hands on their 
heads being marched 
along in single file by an 
American soldier. 

Clearly, this was meant 
to make for cheery reading. 

Elsewhere in the media 
we heard on Saturday how 
the lraqi regime was “crum- 
bling” and resistance was 
“caving in”. 

This was due mostly, we 
learnt, to the fact that this 


by MIKE ~ by MIKE ROSEN 


was a “new” kind of war. 
“Smart weapons’ with “pin- 
point precision” were taking 
out the command structures 
of the regime, giving the 
“signal” to the Iraqi people 
that this was a war on the 
regime and not on them. 

The “precision” point 
was slightly undermined 
with the news that three 
missiles had landed in Iran 
by mistake. Whoops! 

Meanwhile, millions of 
leaflets and broadcasts 
were waging a “psy-ops” 
war of “hearts and minds” 
convincing the Iraqi soldiers 
to give up and go home. 
The phrase here: “their 
armies were melting away”. 

The Express’s headlines 
reproduce some classic bits 
of war language. 

By saying that “Britain is 
mourning”, an editor goes 
in for a mix of wishing and 
bullying. He doesn’t know 
if all of Britain is mourning 


but he sure hopes it will. 

It’s interesting to see the 
word “our” yoked to men- 
tion of UK soldiers. This is 
the usual way that every- 
one is lured into accepting 
the government view of a 
nation’s actions. 

I’ve noticed that for the 
first time in this war, most 
of the broadcast media 
have dropped the “we” and 
the “our”. 

It’s only the gung-ho 
newspapers doing it. This 
suggests to me an accep- 
tance that “we” are not all 
united behind this campaign. 


Paraded 


The main headline “Sur- 
render” is another bit of 
editor's hope overcoming 
sanity. 

And significantly, the 
word that would be used of 
the lraqis two days later that 
they “paraded” US military 
personnel in front of cam- 
eras, is not used here! 

Inside the paper, a US 
soldier is pictured as he 


“gives water to an lraqi sol- 

dier’ and “helps to patch up 
a wounded Iraqi”. This is an 
army that kills with kind- 
ness, you see. 

By Monday morning, as 
| write this article, the mood 
has changed. 

BBC Radio 4’s ex gen- 
eral has to keep saying, “It’s 
easy to be gloomy’—which 
of course begs the ques- 
tions, who was happy before, 
and who’s gloomy now? 

The Express's prediction 
that the coalition would reach 
Baghdad by Monday seems 
to have slipped off the desk. 

The buzz phrase of the 
morning is “serious resis- 
tance” and something un- 
expected seems to have 
happened. Some of those 
who “melted away” were 
only pretending. They turned 
around and ambushed the 
Marines. 

All this raises the ques- 
tion of who believes what. 
Clearly, Blair and Bush know 
that they have a massive 
problem with this war. 

With most of the world 


Dissecting the system 


that ah Up thas slobe 


by ANN HOLLIS 


ANTI-IMPERIALISM: A Guide for 
the Movement (Bookmarks, £10) is 
a new book which critically analy- 
ses key aspects of imperialism. 

It begins with an excellent intro- 
duction from Tariq Ali and contin- 
ues with articles on oil and 
imperialism, racism, nuclear 
weapons, civil liberties and much 
more. 

There is an in-depth interview 
with Tony Benn, and a look at places 
that are directly in the firing line such 
as Colombia, Iraq and Palestine. 

Finally there is a section which 
cover subjects such as Bush’s 
doctrine of a new US empire, the 


role of the British state, the media, 
the arms trade and the anti-war 
movement. 

This is an excellent collection. 

Available from Bookmarks, 1 
Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 
3QE (add £1.50 postage). Phone 
020 7637 1848. Order online at 


www.bookmarks.uk.com 

John Pilger’s The New Rulers of 
the World is soon to be published 
in paperback (Verso, £8). 

It is a brilliantly readable and 
angry denunciation of the way the 
world system crushes lives and 
hope. 

Pilger, who has written power- 
fully against the latest war, punc- 
tures the hypocrisy of Western rulers 
who claim to be against dictators 
but who supported regimes like 
Suharto’s in Indonesia for decades. 

The section on Iraq shows the 
murderous effect of sanctions and 
documents the West’s relations with 
Saddam Hussein. He also dissects 
the lies behind the “war on terror”. 

Everyone who is against the war 
will enjoy this book. 


against them, their main 
chance of holding back the 
protests is to claim that this 
is a war to “liberate” the 
Iraqis. 

At first, it all seemed to 
be going right. Geoff Hoon, 
the UK government dalek, 
told us that it was a “textbook 
operation’. 

As cruise missiles hit 
Baghdad, over and over 
again we heard from the 
media boys that word 
“successfully”—not 
“tragically” or “sadly”. 

It’s possible that this kind 
of guff convinces some of 
the people, some of the time. 

But there’s an interesting 
issue here: does it convince 
the people saying it: Bush, 
Blair, the generals and the 
pro-war journalists and edi- 
tors? Are they victims of their 
own propaganda? 

My view is that they’ve 
told themselves so often that 
Saddam is a crazy tyrant 
who kills his own people that 
they think that the conse- 
quence of this is that a war 
will be a pushover. 

They had at least two 
massive reasons for not 
thinking this: Stalin and Hitler. 

Both liquidated whole 
sections of their own pop- 
ulations, ran terror regimes, 
but when it came to con- 
quering their countries, the 
invading armies didn’t find 
it easy. 

Most of the soldiers 
who died in World War 
Two died within the bor- 
ders of the Soviet Union 
and Nazi Germany. 

| notice that some of the 
more astute commentators 
have described the Saddam 
regime as “Stalinist”, which 
should have rung some 
alarm bells in the Pentagon 
and Whitehall. 

Somebody somewhere 
must have wondered if 
many lraqis might consider 
the US a greater enemy 
than Saddam. 

But the whole propa- 
ganda language-machine 
has been telling the world 
that the Iraqis hate Saddam 
so much that this would be 
a “clean war”. 


Not so “clean”, not so 
“successful”, not so “smart”, 
huh? 
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Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BARNSLEY 
Can we have a world without 
war? 


Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Library, Shambles St. 
BIRMINGHAM HANDSWORTH 
Can we have a world without 
war? 

Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Summerfield Community Centre, 
Dudley Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 

Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Mon 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Martineau Centre, 

Balden Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 

As Blair drags us into war, can 
we make parliament listen? 
Thu 3Apr, 7pm, 

Shahenshah Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd. 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Portman Hotel, Boscombe. 
BRIDGEND 

Could there be a world without 
war? 

Tue 1 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Evergreen Hall, Angel St. 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? 

Thu 27 Mar, 7pm, 

Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 
CANTERBURY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Pascutti Cafe, High St. 
CHESTERFIELD 

Asylum seekers: 

if capital can cross borders, 
why can’t people? 

Wed 9 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Assembly Hall, 

Education Centre, 

Market Place. 

COLCHESTER 

Can war lead to revolution? 
Mon 7 Apr, 8pm, RAD Hall, 
Walsingham Rd. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 


capitalism. A new society can 


constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
or reformed as the established 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 


The structures of the present 


army, police and judiciary cannot be 


COVENTRY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Tue 1 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cafe@Methodist Central Hall, 


City Centre. 

CREWE 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 


Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
upstairs, King’s Arms, Earl St. 
DUDLEY 
Fighting fascism today 
Wed 2 Apr, 8pm, 
Claugton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 
GATESHEAD 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Library, Prince Consort Rd. 
HUDDERSFIELD 
How can war be stopped? 
Thu 3 Apr, 6pm, Coffeevolution, 
Wood St. 
LEEDS BEESTON 
Vietnam: when the US was 
humbled 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, Tunstall 
Road Community Centre. 
LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 
The bloody history of the 
Middle East 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, West Indian 
Centre, Laycock Place. 
LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Are women liberated today? 
Wed 2 Apr, 8pm, Pakistani 
Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 
Thu 3 Apr, 8pm, 
Delicatessen Coffee Bar, Hyde 
Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 
Imperialism and workers’ 
revolt in Latin America 
Mon 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 
Blood and oil: the history of 
the Middle East 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.15pm, 
Yemeni Community Centre, 
Lodge Lane. 
LUTON 
Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 
Mon 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Finnigan’s Cafe, Manor Rd. 


= 


ANTI-WAR protesters came from all over Britain to the brilliant demonstration in London last Saturday. The Socialist 
Worker special issue focusing on the wave of protests against the attack on Iraq proved very popular. Over 9,000 copies 
were sold. We urge all our readers to make sure that Socialist Worker is made available to as many people as possible as 


feelings grow against the war 


Picture: Matt Saywell 


MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 27 Mar, 7pm, 

Saffron Restaurant, 
bottom of Cheetham Hill Rd. 

MANCHESTER HULME 
Is revolution possible? 

Mon 31 Mar, 7pm, 

The Arch Bar, Stretford Rd. 

MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Sultan Corner, 

Stockport Rd. 

MANCHESTER PRESTWICH 
Parliament vs the people: 
their democracy or ours? 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
dining room, Ostrich, 

Bury Old Rd. 

MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Wed 9 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Withington Library, 
Wilmslow Rd. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 

i We oppose everything which turns 

_ workers from one country against those 

_ from other countries. 

We oppose racism and imperialism. We 

oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


only be 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 
The experience of Russia demonstrates 
_ that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


_ isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


patched up 
Labour and 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


' state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


parliament, 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
of workers’ delegates 


based upon counci 
and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


TU/college/school 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
_ lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


_ organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
- activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 
We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


_ reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


Join the socialists 


Phone 


_ interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


jp a a a a a eee 


MIDDLESBROUGH 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

St Mary’s Centre, Corporation Rd 
(nr UGC cinema). 

With Yunus Bakhsh. 

MILTON KEYNES 
Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Sat 5 Apr, 2.30pm, 

YMCA, 402 North Row. 

NEWCASTLE HEATON 
If money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? 

Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Chillingham, 

Chillingham Rd (opp Metro). 

NEWPORT 
The US grand strategy: can 
the empire be stopped? 

Tue 1 Apr, 8pm, 

Usk Room, Newport Centre. 

NORTHAMPTON 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 

Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 
With Neil Faulkner. 

NORWICH 
Can we have an equal world? 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Forum, Millennium Library, 

City Centre. 

NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
Weapons of mass deception: 
does the media control our 
ideas? 

Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Forest Fields Community Centre, 
Sturton St. 

OLDHAM 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 

Sat 29 Mar, 2pm, 

Gallery Bar 360. 

OXFORD EAST 
Why are asylum seekers under 
attack? 

Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 
East Oxford Community Centre, 


PLYMOUTH 

Can we have a world without 
war? 

Mon 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Martinsgate Education Centre, 
Bretonside (behind Staples). 
PONTEFRACT 

Education or indoctrination? 
The role of education in 
society 

Sun 6 Apr, 5pm, 

Squash Club, Stewart Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 

Palestine: the road map to 
freedom 

Sun 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Cafe Citrus, Albert Rd, Southsea. 
PRESTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of resistance 

Tue 8 Apr, 7.30pm, Unity 
Community Centre, Shepherd St. 
ROCHESTER 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Thu 27 Mar, 8pm, 

Eon Internet Cafe, High St. 

ST ALBANS 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Mon 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church 

(cnr Beaconsfield Rd/Victoria St). 
With Alex Callinicos. 
SCUNTHORPE 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Mon 31 Mar, 7.15pm, Central 
Community Centre, Lindum St. 
SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Are women liberated today? 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Hartley Street Community Centre. 
SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

If money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? 

Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Highfields Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 


SOUTHEND 

If missiles and money can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? 

Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Coffee House, 

Chichester Rd. 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 

What would a revolution look 
like? 

Wed 9 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Station Hotel. 

SWANSEA 

Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Uplands Diner. 

WATFORD 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Giordano, 

Harlequin Shopping Centre. 
WORTHING 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Barney’s Cafe, 

Portland St. 

YORK 

Weapons of mass deception: 
does the media control our 
ideas? 

Wed 2 Apr, 8pm, 

Priory St Centre. 


BAYSWATER 

Divide and rule: why asylum 
seekers are not to blame 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Coffee Island, 

Westbourne Grove. 

BRENT 

School students in revolt 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Willesden Library Centre, 
Willesden High Rd. 

BRICK LANE 

Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 

Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 


CROYDON 
Is this the best democracy we 
can have? 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
DULWICH 
What is the grand strategy of 
the American Empire? 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Goose Green Centre (cnr East 
Dulwich Rd/Ady’s Rd). 
EALING 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 
Wed 2 Apr, 8pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Woodville Rd. 
EAST HAM 
Is revolution possible? 
Thu 3 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Indo-Ceylon Cafe, St John’s Rd. 
ELEPHANT & WALWORTH 
Where now for the anti- 
capitalist movement? 
Thu 27 Mar, 7.30pm, Pullens 
Centre, 184 Crampton St. 
FINSBURY PARK 
Does the media control public 
opinion? 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, Gadz Cafe, 
Clifton Terrace (near ©). 
HOUNSLOW 
Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Montague Hall, Montague Rd. 
ILFORD 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 
Thu 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Kohi Noor, 50 Ilford Rd. 
LADBROKE GROVE 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 
Tue 1 Apr, 7.30pm, Paddington 
Arts Centre, Woodville Rd. 
LEWISHAM 
Lula, Venezuela, Argentina: 
revolution and resistance in 
Latin America 
Wed 9 Apr, 7pm, Hunkarim (cnr 
Lee High Rd/Marischal Rd). 
MILE END 
Why is there a war on asylum 
seekers? 
Wed 9 Apr, 7pm, 
Orange Room Cafe, Burdett Rd. 
POPLAR & ISLE OF DOGS 
The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 
Wed 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Island House, Roserton St. 
STREATHAM 
Is capitalism creating a world 
working class? 
Wed 9 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd. 
WATERLOO 
Crisis in European politics 
Sat 5 Apr, 6pm, Capital Kebabs, 
The Cut (nr Young Vic). 
With Jim Wolfreys. 


MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY 
What would a socialist society 
be like? 

Thu 3 Apr, 5.30pm, 

MR1, Student Union. 

With Mike Killian. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 
National liberation movements 
Wed 2 Apr, 7pm, 

Peaks, Workspace. 

THAMES VALLEY UNIVERSITY 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 

Thu 27 Mar, 2pm, Sports Hall, 


Cowley Rd. Thu 3 Apr, 8pm, Cook House. Coffee@Brick Lane. Student Union. 

07946 269 024 07803 620 390 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 
@ 020 7924 0333 Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 
Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 
www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


@ 020 7053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwaer.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 
@ 020 7053 2155/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
wwqa.socialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

@ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
@ 020 7987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
@ 07941 566183 07957 316 094 07952 410 718 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

@ 07905 998 675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


@ 0141 221 7714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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IRAQIS CELEBRATED the downing of a US helicopter this week. They know they will not be liberated by Bush and Blair 


Short has abandoned every 
shred of decent principle 


IAM aLabour Party member in the 
West Midlands who on several 
occasions met local MP Clare 
Short. I feel ashamed to have 
shaken her hand after last week. 

Within the party we were 
circulated her disgusting note trying 
to justify her betrayal—although 
from the language employed I very 
much doubt that she wrote it. 

It has all the marks of some 
Labour official drawing it up and 
then getting Short to sign it. IfI 
were charitable to Short I would say 
she might have been drugged or 
tortured in some way. 

But that would be much too 
charitable. 

Look at her reasoning: 

“There have been a number of 
important developments over the 


This road map will 


last week: Firstly, the attorney 
general has made clear that military 
action would be legal under 
international law.” All this means is 
that some hired hack has declared 
mass murder to be legitimate. 

“Second, the prime minister has 
persuaded President Bush that there 
must be anew UN resolution 
creating a UN mandate for the 
reconstruction of Iraq.” This is a 
pledge which Bush can continue 
with if it suits him or drop at will— 
just as the US always does with the 
UN. Has Short not noticed that the 
US does not exactly go along with 
UN edicts? 

“Third, a UN resolution is to be 
tabled which will give Kofi Annan 
charge of the Oil for Food 
Programme and lead to the lifting 


not lead to peace 


A FEW days before 
unleashing war on Iraq, 
George Bush and Tony Blair 
paraded their commitment to 
“peace in the Middle East” 
before the world’s media. 
Few Palestinians will be 
comforted to know that the 
US president’s “road map” 
promises them a “provisional 


state” this year, and a peace 
treaty with Israel in 2005. 


ISRAELI roadblock 


Many will remember the 
failed hopes of the 1990s. 
George Bush’s father 
promised to settle the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict last time 
round. 

Instead of peace, the 
Palestinians saw even more 
of their land stolen by illegal 
settlements, and thousands of 
their people killed when they 
tried to resist an ever more 
brutal occupation. 

US arms and aid continue 


to flow into Israel—last week 
killing dozens of Palestinians, 
and one young international 
activist. 

Rachel Corrie, a US 
citizen, was crushed to death 
by a US-made armoured 
bulldozer as she tried to stop 
the Israeli army demolishing 


Palestinian homes. husband, who works as a pathetic rises or what turn 
The “road map” is already machine operative in the out to be no rises at all. 

stained with blood. factory, will be paying 1 Janet Middleton 

Anne Alexander percent extra on his by e-mail 


West London 


of sanctions. This will rapidly 
improve the condition of the 
people of Iraq.” Yes, Clare, it will 
help if we stop killing people 
through sanctions, but then why 
did we implement them in the first 
place? 

“Fourth, the road map to 
Palestinian statehood by 2005 is to 
be published.” But I bet there will 
soon be blocks on the road from 
Israel’s Sharon and he will get the 
backing of Bush. 

The truth is Short has put her 
own career before the views of 
Labour people or humanitarian 
morality. She deserves to be vilified 
at every future opportunity and has 
made a mockery of her supposed 
concern for the starving and the 
poor. 


Maximum fury 
& minimum pay 


THE MINIMUM wage is 
going to rise to the 
magnificent sum of £4.50 
an hour in October. 

All of us at the bottom of 
the pay scale are 
presumably supposed to 
rejoice. | work in a factory 
as a part-time cleaner (28 
hours a week) and am on 
the minimum wage. | can 
therefore expect to see my 
wages go up by £8.40 a 
week (before stoppages). 

By Christmas our family 
will have enjoyed about 12 
weeks at the new rate, 
another £100 towards the 
holiday celebrations. 

But from April my 


rise. 


towards the holiday 
celebrations. 


con? 


national insurance. He is 
full-time, slightly better paid 
and will lose around £2.80 a 
week because of this tax 


By Christmas the family 
will have suffered around 
34 weeks at his new rate. 
This will be £100 less 


Am | missing something 
or am | right to feel that 
people at the bottom of the 
pile are the victims of a total 


While managers continue 
to get huge pay rises and 
other benefits, low paid 
workers are offered only 


She provided an easy excuse for 
every Labour MP who wanted to 
keep in with Blair but to salve their 
conscience. They said they were 
giving in reluctantly and without 
withdrawing criticisms, “just like 
Clare was’’. Had Short resigned 
then perhaps another 30 MPs might 
have voted against Blair. He would 
be in an even greater crisis than he is 
already. 

Short is a cynical, opportunist, 
unprincipled, manipulative 
careerist. And she was the one we 
used to have high hopes for! 

Many of us now face with 
renewed seriousness the question of 
whether we can stay in the Labour 
Party. 

Mike Harrison 
by e-mail 


The fog 
of wars 


CHRIS HARMAN (Socialist 
Worker, 15 March) is right to 
warn that “experts” of all sorts 
will tell us soon that economic 
problems are the result of the 
war. 

The war may well worsen 
them, but these problems are 
the result of the profit system. 

As one small example I 
note that wholesale gas prices 
leapt recently, which may 
well mean higher bills for us 
all in the summer. 

This is because British gas 
suppliers have built a pipeline 
from Bacton in East Anglia to 
Zeebrugge in Belgium and 
now chase the highest prices 
on the Continent. They then 
put up British prices. 

Another case where 
“competition” works against 
us. 

Harry Lockwood 
Norwich 


YOUR VIEW eee 


Simple truths 
for the future 


| HAVE made some 
resolutions after last 
week. As a member of the 
TGWU | will never vote for 
my union’s money to go 
to the Labour Party in 
case it goes to any of the 
scum who voted for war. 

| will only vote for it to 
go to decent Labour MPs 
and other socialists. | will 
also never vote for the re- 
election of any union 
official at any level who 
supported the war. 

This is the defining 
moment for our 
generation. 

Bill Langley 
by e-mail 


Woman witha 
white feather 


| CONFESS to being 
uneasy when Cherie Blair 
was criticised at the end of 
last year. | felt that perhaps 
she should not be dragged 
into the public eye, even if 
she was a bit barmy. 

How wrong! was! | now 
learn that she was busy 
last week ringing woman 
MPs and urging them to 
vote for war “for me, if not 
for Tony”. 

What a fraud she was in 
trying to pretend that she 
does not play a political 
role. Not only does she 
play such a role, itis a 
thoroughly rotten one. 
Karen Davies 
Maidstone, Kent 


Edinburgh had 
such a great day 


| AM a student from 
James Gillespie High 
School in Edinburgh who 
marched on Thursday of 
last week. 

We had had many 
threats from the school 
and were warned not to 
walk out. 

Even so, around 150 
pupils from James 
Gillespie’s alone walked 
out. We marched to 
Parliament Square where 
we met with pupils from 


many other schools 
including Boroughmuir, 
St Thomas of Aquinas 
and Trinity. 

We then marched down 
to Princess Street 
Gardens and were joined 
by hundreds of other 
students. 

Together we marched 
to the US consulate where 
police had completely 
blocked access to the 
road. 

We marched straight 
past them, found access 
through a tiny private 
gate and came out round 
the back of the police. 

| have never before been 
on events so inspiring and 
empowering, or had such 


a sense of unity. 
Kari Robertson 
Edinburgh 


It was great in 
Manchester too 


MANCHESTER school 
and college students said 
“No war for oil” as they 
walked out of school and 
assembled in the city 
cenire last week. 

Reports put the 
demonstration as high as 
3,000. The students 
demonstrated across the 


Manchester 


city centre and occupied 
many parts. 

However, the day was 
marred by police violence 
against demonsirators. 

There were 12 arrests, 
and several protesters— 
some as young as 11— 
were beaten by riot police. 

However, Kelly 
Chadderton, who attends 
Tameside College, said, 
“Today has been really 
well organised, and 
everybody is supporting 
each other.” 

Many were not worried 
about what their schools 
might do to them as 
punishment for walking 
out. 

Jenny Phung from 
Trinity High School in 
Hulme said, “Loads of 
people here today don’t 
really care about what 
our teachers have said, 
because it’s for a good 
cause.” 

Chris Leary 
Manchester 


Bleak message 
from BT’s move 


THE NEWS that BT is 
trying to move its 
directory enquiries work 
to India has wide 
implications. 

It shows how empty is 
the talk from Tony Blair 
and others that the “new 
world” of information 
technology will provide 
secure jobs for all. 

In fact such jobs are 
subject to the same 
pressures as other work— 
vulnerable to the whims of 
profit-hungry bosses. 

Gail Kramer 
by e-mail 


Who now says 
the EU is bad? 


IT IS now clear that, at 
least in the short term, the 
EU can be a challenge to 
US imperialism. 

This does not mean 
accepting all the froth 
about the wonders of 
European integration. 

But I certainly could not 
vote against Britain joining 
the euro or against getting 
more deeply involved in 
EU institutions. 

Andrew Boyd 
North London 
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Defiant vote rejects 
pay insult and rocks 
FBU union leaders 


THE RECALLED conference of 
the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) 
in Brighton on Wednesday of 
last week overwhelmingly 
threw out a last minute offer 
from the employers. 

In doing so, firefighters stood up to 
the government and the media. The 
241 conference delegates, represent- 
ing 52,000 union members, also 
overturned their general secretary, 
Andy Gilchrist, and the majority of 
the FBU executive. 

The executive had recommended 
accepting the offer. There was loud 
applause and cheering when it was 
voted down. 

Delegates left Brighton buoyed up 
and feeling some of the confidence 
that marked the beginning of the 
union’s pay campaign last year. 

“It is the first time since our lead- 
ership started calling off strikes 
during our dispute that the rank and 
file of the union has been able to 
assert itself,” said Dick Duane from 
the FBU in Essex. 

“Tt is also the first time an FBU ex- 
ecutive have been overturned on a 
major issue by the conference since 
1977. Then delegates voted against 
the leadership to launch the last na- 
tional pay fight.” 

What lay behind the revolt was 
not rancour and divisiveness, but 
a determination not to opt for 
abject surrender. 

The vote was at least four to one to 
reject the leadership’s call to accept 
the deal. This was fuelled by a sense 
that major opportunities have been 
thrown away. 


Conference debate 


THE CONFERENCE took — sus” 


when 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 


Disillusionment with the leader- 
ship’s strategy sank deeper the day 
after the conference. News broke that 
the leadership had ignored delegates’ 
expectations by putting off any deci- 
sion on action for four weeks. 

There is now a feeling at the base of 
union that the only result of FBU lead- 
ers calling off strike after strike has 
been to encourage the government and 
employers to stick the boot in. 

The executive council of the FBU 
voted the night before the conference 
to call off a 24-hour strike that was to 
start on Thursday of last week. 

It also decided, by the same 12 to six 
vote, to recommend FBU members 
accept a new employers’ offer handed 
to Andy Gilchrist that afternoon. 


Shellshocked 


Delegates gathering the evening 
before the conference were shell- 
shocked. Their bitter disappointment 
showed as they were called into re- 
gional meetings to be briefed by ex- 
ecutive members. 

That grew to anger as they heard 
they would not be given a copy of the 
offer until the conference started the 
following morning. 

Then the story spread that the core 
of the union’s leadership had never 
intended to go through with the 
Thursday strike. 

It rapidly became clear that the 
“new offer” was substantially the 
same as the one stations and brigades 


management 


ence spoke for the executive’s 


had overwhelmingly rejected after a 
week of union meetings. 

It was worse than what the employ- 
ers offered at the start of strikes last 
year and would hamstring the union. 

Some delegates, adamant they 
wouldn’t be railroaded into accep- 
tance, met up and planned how to 
carry the argument with others. 

A special bulletin by Red Watch— 
the rank and file paper in the 
FBU—was produced. 

The following day delegates from 
three regions—Merseyside, Yorkshire 
and the South of England—formally 
told their executive members they had 
not represented members’ views in 
voting for the offer. 

The conference opened and dele- 
gates heard there would be no opportu- 
nity to submit emergency resolutions. 
There was uproar and a unanimous 
vote to allow new resolutions. 

There was relief when a resolution 
from the London region was passed 
saying, “This recall conference of del- 
egates from all brigades and sections 
of the Fire Brigades Union recom- 
mends in the strongest terms possible 
to the membership that they reject the 
employers latest ‘final’ offer.” 

That call to throw out the offer is 
now being discussed in local union 
meetings in the run-up to a second 
special conference on 15 April. 

At the same time, FBU leaders are 
being drawn into backroom talks with 
the employers and the government. 

They have issued no call to arms 
following John Prescott’s move to in- 
troduce a new law allowing him to 
impose a settlement. 


RANK AND file firefighters are still refusing to accept the employers’ 
pay insults 


‘Don’t let the government blackmail us’ 


THE CONFERENCE did 


place behind closed doors. 

The debate revealed how 
FBU members don’t want their 
conditions, their union and the 
fire service ripped apart in return 
for a measly pay award. 

Delegates were stunned 
when Andy Gilchrist argued 
that the deal was “the best on 
offer in the public sector”. 

“| expected him to say, with 
a heavy heart, that he thought 
it was all we could get in the cir- 
cumstances,” said one dele- 
gate. “I didn’t think he would try 
and sell it as a good thing.” 

Andy Gilchrist admitted 
the deal would mean chief 
officers going on the offen- 
sive over job losses and at- 
tacks on conditions locally. 

He said that could be dealt 
with through local strikes and 
sectional union organisation. 

Matt Wrack from London 
won applause when he pointed 
out that if it was right to fight and 
strike locally, why should dele- 
gates vote to abandon striking 
and fighting nationally? 

Other speakers showed the 
“new deal” is almost identical 
to the one rejected by the ex- 
ecutive the week before. 

It talks of “consultation” 
with staff, rather than agree- 
ment, when new conditions 
are introduced. 

It says there should be an 
“objective of seeking consen- 


come up with worse shifts, 
demands for overtime and 
flexible working. 

Management can always 
claim they have an “objective 
of seeking consensus” and 
then impose attacks when “the 
objective” is not met. 

Where there is no consen- 
sus, the union can only de- 
clare a dispute if management 
agrees there is one! 

The rest of the deal gives a 
taste of the swingeing attacks 
the employers want to make. It 
restates that the only guaran- 
teed pay increase will be 4 per- 
cent from last November. 

The 16 percent over three 
years will only be for firefighters 
who take on more responsibili- 
ties. None of it will come unless 
the union signs up to every- 
thing, including diluting the na- 
tional negotiating machinery. 

Hardly anyone in the confer- 


ANDY GILCHRIST 


position of recommendation. 

A speaker from the Cleve- 
land brigade seconded the ex- 
ecutive’s position. There was 
only one other resolution which 
went along with the leader- 
ship’s line. West Midlands 
moved a resolution saying: 

“This conference demands 
that following the executive 
council statement conference 
is adjourned to enable details 
of the new offer and the execu- 
tive position to be relayed to the 
membership so that their views 
can be obtained prior to confer- 
ence being reconvened.” 

That would have meant 
abandoning the conference and 
pushing the executive's position 
to rank and file members. 

A speaker from Strath- 
clyde seconded this resolu- 
tion. It was roundly defeated. 

West Midlands is the brigade 
where leading FBU activist 
Steve Godward was sacked on 
charges arising from the strike 
last year. 

The West Midlands delega- 
tion withdrew its resolution calling 
for such cases of victimisation to 
be covered by a return to work 
agreement negotiated as part of 
a final settlement. 

Instead it submitted one to 
effectively cave in, with no at- 
tempt to get the employers to 
agree not to victimise people 
who went on strike. 


not vote to give immediate 
seven-day notice of new 
strike dates. 

The FBU vice-president 
told the executive that his as- 
sessment was that the union 
was divided “50-50” over 
striking while British sol- 
diers were at war. 

A meeting of activists the 
night before the conference 
dispelled that myth. People in 
direct contact with rank and 
file firefighters reported a 
clear majority for striking. 

Andy Gilchrist told a na- 
tional meeting of brigade of- 
ficials two weeks before the 
conference that the union 
was prepared to strike, war 
or no war. 

At the conference he and 
the majority of the executive 
played up the minority who 
had concerns about striking 
during the war, in order to 
scupper calls for action and 
to sell the offer. 

Only three brigades out 
of a total of 58 submitted 
motions ruling out strikes 
during the war. They were 
not passed. 

London delegates were sur- 
prised to hear rumours that 
their brigade, the biggest in 
the country, was ‘50-50” 
about strikes. 

The vote at the London 
delegation meeting was 12 to 


seven for strikes—as decisive 
as, but opposite to, the vote 
on the executive. 

The seven said they were 
reflecting the concerns of a 
minority of members. That 
was true of the minority of 
delegates from other brigades 
who were against striking. 

Most people felt that this 
minority would follow the 
majority and strike if action 
was called. 

“We had 12 percent of 
people vote against strikes in 
the original ballot back in 
September,” says Graham 
Tranquada from the East 
Anglia region. 


Majority 


“But the strikes were 100 
percent solid. We had a victo- 
rious, solid strike in Essex a 
few years ago after a 58 to 42 
percent vote to take action. 

“The media will attack us 
whenever we strike, under 
whatever circumstances. We 
can’t allow ourselves to be 
blackmailed because Blair 
has gone to war against the 
wishes of the majority of 
people in Britain.” 

In ruling out strikes until 
22 April the leadership of the 
FBU has given the impres- 
sion that firefighters can be 
blackmailed. 

“The five-week delay, fol- 


lowing four weeks of fruit- 
less talks, again increases 
the uncertainty of the least 
confident members,” says 
Adrian Clarke from the 
FBU in Cambridgeshire. 

“Tt undermines the activists 
because the union hasn’t got 
a position on where this dis- 
pute is going and how we can 
win.” 

At the start of this week 
activists were planning to 
call a national rank and file 
meeting to campaign against 
accepting the offer. 

Winning systematic oppo- 
sition to the offer means bol- 
stering the mood to do 
something about it. Every 
firefighter knows that means 
further strikes. 

“We have got to adopt a 
clear position against the offer 
and for strikes,” says Andy 
Brickles from the East Mid- 
lands. “The problem isn’t that 
striking hasn’t worked. 

“What hasn’t worked is re- 
peatedly calling strikes off.” 

“This dispute has shown 
the need for rank and file or- 
ganisation,” says Neale 
Williams from the FBU in 
north London and the edito- 
rial board of Red Watch. 

“The deal is terrible. But 
there can be no complacency 
it will be rejected and people 
will rally behind strikes. 

“Our leadership has shown 


itis prepared to accept the un- 
acceptable. We are going to 
have to organise a serious 
rank and file campaign that 
reaches into every brigade. 
“This is make or break. 
Even if the war is over by the 
recalled conference, there 
will be other excuses given 
for surrender—Prescott will 
impose it anyway, Blair is too 
strong, or whatever. 
“We’ve got a couple of 
weeks to create a force in the 
union to reject those argu- 
ments and build up rank and 
file confidence rather than 
sowing demoralisation.” 


HiThe new issue of Red 
Watch, the rank and file 
paper for firefighters, can 
be ordered from 07973 521 
594 or 07939 021 094. 
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Health workers 


Low paid, treated like 


pigs but fighting back 


“WE HAVE kept silent for so long, but it doesn’t 
mean we don’t have anything to say. This is the 
right time to fight the battle.” 

That is how Rosa, a domestic worker at Homerton 
Hospital in east London, expressed the determination of 
low paid health workers at three NHS trusts to strike to 


win a living wage. 

Rosa was speaking at a 
rally on Monday of this week, 
organised by her Unison 
union along with The East 
London Communities Organ- 
isation (TELCO). 

Cleaners, porters, catering 
staff and other low paid hos- 
pital workers along with local 
community activists gathered 
at the rally. 

The workers will be silent 
no longer about the pitifully 
low wages and unjust treat- 
ment they receive from their 
bosses, private contractors 
Medirest and ISS Mediclean. 

These firms make their 
profits—ISS Mediclean made 
£5 million last year—off the 
backs of workers who barely 
earn enough to live on. 

The average wage of those 
working for NHS private 
firms in east London, with its 
sky-high housing and living 
costs, is just £7,000 a year. 

Workers say the privateers 
treat them with contempt. As 
Clementina Wilson put it, 
“We work hard for them, and 
they treat us like we’re pigs.” 

The workers are set to 
begin an official Unison 
ballot for strike action next 
week to demand their private 
bosses pay NHS rates, plus 
sick pay and pension rights. 


by HAZEL CROFT 


Clementina Wilson told the 
rally, “If we don’t fight we 
don’t get anywhere. If we get 
together we can fight together. 

“We need more money. I 
get £4.42 an hour. What can 
that do in London? I say give 
us £5.50 an hour. We’ ll take 
that...” 

After a pause she added to 
cheering, “...for the moment!” 

Daniel works for Medirest 
at Mile End Hospital. He said, 
“We are the hard working 
people in the health service 
who are being discriminated 
against. 

“Instead of reward we get 
coercion, punishment and 
sanctions. Most of us are 
black workers and we find 
ourselves left on the shelf.” 

Len Hockey, a porter and 
Unison joint branch secretary 
at Whipps Cross hospital said, 
“This campaign has huge sig- 
nificance for the development 
of trade unionism among the 
most exploited and low paid 
in the NHS. 

“We had 67 members of 
Unison when we launched 
this campaign in July. Now 
we’re up to 240.” 


College lecturers 


Lesson won't wait 
for another year 


COLLEGE LECTURERS in 
the Natfhe union have ac- 
cepted an offer recommended 
by their leadership to settle last 
year’s pay claim. 

There was a large vote to 
accept in a postal ballot. 

Our claim, which was due in 
August 2002, was for parity 
with school teachers by 2004. 

College lecturers are paid 
around 12 to 15 percent less 
than comparable school 
teachers. 

The settlement will give 3.5 
percent backdated to August 
with a further 0.5 percent from 
April this year. There will also 
be some minor changes in pay 
scales that will benefit some 
lower paid lecturers. 

There are also to be negoti- 
ations with the employers’ or- 
ganisation, the Association of 
Colleges (AoC), on progress 
towards parity with school 
teachers. 

However, these could easily 
run into the sand with employ- 
ers demanding further hikes in 
productivity, just like with the 
firefighters. 

The AoC will not even insist 
that all colleges must pay the 
full offer, which could lead to 
local disputes and delay any 
return to national conditions 
and pay rates. 

Natfhe’s leadership sold the 
deal to the national executive 
using the argument that “the 


real fight will be next year”. 

That was a reference to the 
extra funding made available 
to further education colleges in 
education secretary Charles 
Clarke’s speech at the end of 
last year. 

Despite the fantastic sup- 
port for strike action in the 
campaign, Natfhe’s leader- 
ship never seriously cam- 
paigned to build the most 
effective action. 

They rejected any moves to 
escalate or extend it, even 
when special conferences de- 
manded it. 


Clear 


This is a serious lost oppor- 
tunity for Natfhe because it is 
clear that money was available 
for a substantial catch-up pay 
settlement. 

The leadership’s cynical 
claim that if we accept a poor 
offer now we can fight more 
strongly next year risks un- 
dermining any remaining 
confidence over pay that 
members may have in the 
current leadership. 

Activists in Natfhe, particu- 
larly those in Natfhe Rank and 
File, will be working to build 
confidence in the colleges 
around anti-war campaigning 
and feed that back into the fight 
for decent pay and conditions. 
HOWARD MILES 


‘. 


HEALTH WORKERS survive on poverty pay 


Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis addressed the 
rally and offered the union’s 
full backing to the dispute. He 
blamed the government as 
well as the private contractors. 

He said, “Our fight is with 
the government. This is a 
Tory policy adopted by a 
Labour government. The 
government talks about alle- 
viating poverty but condones 
the low rates of pay these pri- 
vate companies are bringing 
in. 

“We hear time and time 
again how our prime minister 
is standing shoulder to shoul- 
der with the American presi- 
dent George Bush, who I 
don’t agree with. Well this 


union will stand shoulder to 
shoulder with you.” 

The meeting was rounded 
off with cheers when a porter 
got up to say, “This govern- 
ment is at war. 

“It is spending something 
like £2.9 billion for the war. 
Our taxes will go up to pay for 
it. Yet they can’t find enough 
money for basic things like 
wheelchairs. 

“This is the time to go to 
the government. This is the 
time to strike and to hold this 
government to ransom.” 
Health Worker, the rank 
and file paper, has a special 
issue dedicated to the 
campaign against New 
Labour’s Agenda for 
Change NHS modernisation 


plans. 

To order copies of Health 
Worker phone 07970 788 
873 or e-mail 
marknew3@aol.com 


[health worker ja 
Reject Agenda for Changs 
‘TEN REASONS WHy.__ 

| 


Postal workers’ London weighting 


LEE BARON in his letter in last 
week’s Socialist Worker at- 
tempts to make an impassioned 
case that an increase in London 
weighting is somehow opening 
the door to regional pay. 

What he fails to mention is 
London weighting has existed 
in the Post Office since 1950. 
Indeed its introduction al- 
lowed the then Union of Postal 
Workers to bring in national 
pay bargaining. 

Moreover, London weight- 
ing in the Post Office was up 
to 1994 negotiated outside the 
normal pay round and was 
voted on by the London 
membership. 

It is true that all postal 
workers deserve more pay. 
However, Lee misses the 
point. Our present leadership 
on the postal side of the union 
has failed to deliver on pay. 

Indeed the union has surren- 
dered the biggest mandate for 
industrial action that it has 
achieved on pay since 1971. 


The responsibility for this 
failure has to be levelled at 
deputy general secretary John 
Keggie, whose link with the 
Labour Party means he is re- 
luctant to use the union’s in- 
dustrial muscle to confront the 
employer on pay. 

In addition, the leadership 
has failed to address London 
weighting or recruitment and 
retention. 

This is despite the fact that 
members voted that these 
should have been addressed by 
March 2002. 

In the absence of the postal 
leadership addressing London 
weighting, all London branches 
will be consulting the member- 
ship on the issue. 

It is the biggest workplace 
consultation ballot since the 
Communication Workers 
Union was formed. 

Lee also mentions that the 
1988 Dras dispute was about 
protecting national pay 
bargaining. 


Defend asylum seekers 


AN OPEN letter condemning 
racist hysteria from the media 
and politicians against refugees 
will be published as a half-page 
advert in the Mirror on Tuesday 
29 April. This is two days 
before the May local council 
elections, where the far right 
and Tories hope to do well. 
Benjamin Zephaniah is one 
of the latest people to sign the 
statement. The full list of sig- 
natories is available from 
www.defend-asylum.org 


The Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers, which 
launched the letter, has been 
raising money towards the 
£13,000 the advert will cost. 

It is appealing for support- 
ers and trade unionists to en- 
courage people to sign the 
letter and send donations. 
Send donations to BCM 
Box 4289, London WC1N 
3XX. Cheques payable to 
Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers. 


I, along with the rest of the 
London membership, sup- 
ported the dispute. 

However, Lee fails to men- 
tion that the settlement actually 
introduces regional variations 
of pay. 

Indeed, the then national 
negotiators insisted the deal 
introduced: 

@An increase of 29 percent in 
inner London weighting. 
@An increase of 73 percent in 
outer London weighting and 
extensions of the boundary. 
@A written commitment to na- 
tional pay rates. 

National pay bargaining can 
best be defended when it en- 
sures that its existing regional 
variations are at a suitable 
level. 

It will not survive if the 
union continues to ignore the 
plight of members in higher 
cost of living areas. 

MARTIN WALSH, London 
divisional representative 
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Anti-war round-up 


Permanent protests 


THOUSANDS OF people 
who could not get to 
London last Saturday 
demonstrated in their 
own cities. 

Up to 2,500 protesters 
blocked roads in the 
centre of Bristol for the 
third day running while 
around 4,000 marched 
through Manchester. 

Some 1,000 protesters 
in Newcastle were physi- 
cally blocked from mar- 
ching by the police, and 
1,000 demonstrated in 
Aberystwyth, Wales. 

Mick described Satur- 
day’s demonstration in 
Leeds: 

“Tt started off with 500 
people and came back 
with over 2,000. It was 
fantastic. 

“There were loads of 
young people. At the rally 
at the end we just let 
anyone speak, students, 
Iraqi refugees. They were 
all great. 

“We are going for stalls 
in town every day, an- 
other demo on Thursday 
and a big lobby of George 
Moody, our local pro-war 
MP on Friday.” 

Demonstrations took 
place across Scotland, 
with 15,000 people march- 
ing in Glasgow, 10,000 in 
Edinburgh and 400 in 
Aberdeen. 

The statue of poet 
Robert Burns in Glasgow 
was hung with a placard 
quoting one of his poems, 
“The deities that I adore 
are social peace and 
plenty, I’m better pleas’d 
to make one more than be 
the death of twenty.” 

Jamie Allinson from 
Dundee told Socialist 
Worker how protesters 
greeted the Scottish La- 
bour Party conference: 
“Thousands of people 
demonstrated across three 
days against the Labour 
Party conference. 

“On Thursday around 
1,000 school and univer- 
sity students, lecturers 
and council workers 
walked out and rallied in 
the city square, where 


EDINBURGH 


preparations were being 
made for the conference. 

“We blocked the main 
city centre junction and 
the Tay Road Bridge, the 
main entrance to Dundee. 

“On Friday a march of 
200 from Dundee mosque 
joined hundreds already 
demonstrating in the city 
square. 

“We again occupied the 
streets and forced the 
local pro-war MP to leave 
the conference and justify 
his actions to the protest. 

“On Saturday another 
march from the mosque 
joined around 2,000 
demonstrators in a rally 
at the city square, where 
anti-war MP John McAI- 
lion spoke. The protests 


Picture: DUNCAN BROWN 


forced the conference to 
debate the war.” 

Other towns have expe- 
rienced continuous pro- 
tests against war. 

In St Albans, for exam- 
ple, campaigners staged 
an angry march on 
Thursday of last week, 
then got up on Friday 
morning and blocked the 
main road, completely 
closing the centre to rush 
hour traffic. 

Andy told Socialist 
Worker, “There was a 
march of 300 people in 
Swindon on Saturday. Af- 
terwards two double 
deckers took 100 protest- 
ers to RAF Fairford, 12 
miles away. 

“On the way we called 
in to see our pro-war 
Labour MP and deliver 
pictures of dead Iraqi 
children to his house.” 

The demonstration at 
Fairford, where B-52s 
bombing Baghdad fly 
from, drew about 2,500 
people. 

They marched around 
the base. The police 
blocked roads and turned 
many protesters back 
before they got to Fairford. 


College 


About 1,000 people 
protested at Menwith Hill 
military communications 
base in Yorkshire. 

In Sedgefield, north 
east England, Ricky re- 
ports, ‘“‘The prime minis- 
ter’s constituency saw its 
largest demonstrations 
since the miners’ strike 
last weekend. 

“Hundreds of angry 
protesters converged on 
Tony Blair’s neighbour- 
hood to express their dis- 
gust over the invasion of 
Iraq. 

“Demonstrators had 
gathered outside Trim- 
don Labour Club, where 
party loyalists were to 
meet with their MP’s 
representatives. 

“Only a handful of 
well-heeled Blairites chose 
to attend. Many delegates 
stayed away, or slunk 
inside via a back entrance. 

“Encouraged by this 
colourful show of strength 
some villagers and chil- 
dren joined in the picket, 
and many more showed 
their support by beeping 
horns as they passed. 

“The protesters then 
dispersed to nearby Fish- 
burn where Sedgefield 
Against the War had or- 
ganised a rally.” 

Helen told Socialist 
Worker about the protests 
in the usually quiet towns 
of the Forest of Dean: 

“Last Thursday we 
held a rally in Coleford. 
On Friday lunchtime we 
leafleted the Royal Forest 
of Dean College. 

“As we gave out leaf- 
lets, students decided to 
organise a protest. 

“They made their own 
placards and marched 
through the college pul- 
ling out their mates. 

“On Saturday we went 
to Fairford. Then on 
Sunday, because it was a 
beautiful day, we organ- 
ised a protest at a local 
picnic area. 

“Some school students 
there with their families 
joined in with us. 

“We organised a vigil in 
Lydney for Tuesday. We 
are determined to keep 
the momentum going.” 
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Guards strike to 
put safety first 


on the railways 


Labour’s move against firefighters is threat to every union 


Dont let Prescott get 


DEPUTY PRIME minis- 


weeks’’—that is around the 


away with this attack 


ter John Prescott has 
thrown down the gaunt- 
let to every trade union 
by moving to impose a 
terrible pay offer on 
55,000 firefighters and 
control staff. 

He announced the in- 
troduction of legislation to 
allow him to do that on 
Thursday of last week, just 
hours after bombs started 
raining on Baghdad. 

The following day he pub- 
lished the bill in parliament. 

It also makes it easier for 
local fire chiefs to make cuts 
by removing the requirement 
for central government to 
agree to station closures. 

This Labour government 
is using the cover of war to 
launch a fundamental attack 
on union rights. 

The day before Prescott’s 
announcement, Fire Brigades 
Union (FBU) members at a 
special conference defied 
government attempts to 
blackmail them into accept- 
ing an offer that would spell 
major defeat for the union. 

They overturned FBU gen- 
eral secretary Andy Gilchrist 
and the majority of the union’s 
executive, and voted to rec- 
ommend rank and file mem- 
bers reject the employers’ 
latest offer. 

But the following morn- 
ing FBU leaders spurned that 
show of determination. 

Instead they gave the gov- 
ernment the breathing space 


‘ae 
PRESCOTT: on the attack 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 


that allowed Prescott to go on 
the offensive. 

FBU leaders said there 
would be no further strikes 
until 22 April, seven days after 
another special conference. 

Delegates at last week’s 
conference had been led to 
believe they would be meet- 
ing again next Wednesday 
and would be able to call 
action from there. 

Delaying the conference 
for a further two weeks—in 
the hope the war will be 
over—predictably brought no 
sympathy from the media. 

But it encouraged Prescott 
to launch the most serious as- 
sault on a union since the 
days of Margaret Thatcher. 

“Last Wednesday saw the 
resilience of our members,” 
says Neale Williams from the 
FBU in north London. 

“Last Thursday morning 
showed the terrible vacillation 
of our leadership. That after- 
noon we saw the viciousness 
of the Labour government. 

“Our whole dispute, and 
our union, are at a crossroads. 

“The rank and file anger 
shown at last week’s confer- 
ence needs to come to the 
fore now. 

“Tf it does not, our leaders 
will end up taking us into an 
appalling defeat. 

“Determined strike action, 
which we follow through on, 
needs to be called now.” 


Prescott’s new legislation will 
effectively remove national 
bargaining over pay and con- 
ditions for firefighters, leav- 
ing the government free to 
impose any offer on both em- 
ployers and the union. 

He has suggested the new 
law will be in place in “a few 


date set for the FBU’s re- 
called conference. 

It is clearly a move to 
bounce delegates to that 
meeting into surrender. 

Andy Gilchrist and the 
majority of the FBU execu- 
tive have already said they 
are prepared to accept an 
offer that members and ac- 
tivists are against. 

Activists in the FBU are 
organising now to win firm 
rejection of the offer on sta- 
tions and in brigades. 

Bob Crow, general secre- 
tary of the RMT rail union, 
rightly says Prescott’s an- 
nouncement “amounts to a 
direct threat to every public 
sector worker and trade 
unionist in Britain. 

“Here is a government 
that says it wants to impose 
human rights in Iraq at the 
point of a gun, yet wants to 
deny workers in Britain the 
basic right to bargain with 
their employers. 


“If the FBU is to be attacked 
in this way the TUC must mo- 
bilise the whole trade union 
movement in their defence.” 

Leaders of the TUC, FBU 
and every trade union should 
be organising now to beat off 
this threat and give solidarity 
to the firefighters. 

They need to immediately 
break off all relations with the 
government until it withdraws 
a measure Thatcher would be 
proud to push through. 

A number of union leaders 
claim that the unions’ link with 
Labour is important to keep. 

They should, at minimum, 
instruct their representatives 
on Labour Party bodies, such 
as the national executive 
committee, to vote against the 
whole Blair agenda. 

HiFor more on the firefight- 
ers’ dispute see page 14. 
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GUARDS IN the RMT rail 
workers’ union on ten com- 
panies were set to strike for 
24 hours on Friday of this 
week and Monday of next 
over safety. 

“It is the first effectively 
national strike we have had 
on the guards’ side since pri- 
vatisation,” says Alex Hol- 
den, a guard and RMT 
safety rep in Manchester. 

“The fragmentation of 
the industry means we have 
had to have a series of syn- 
chronised ballots.” 

The companies are: 

@ Arriva Trains Merseyside. 
@ Central Trains. 

@ Connex South Eastern. 
@Govia South Central. 

@ Midland Mainline. 
@Scotrail. 

@Silverlink. 

@Thames Trains. 

@Virgin West Coast. 

@ Virgin Cross Country. 

Guards on two other 
operators—Wales and Bor- 
ders, and Wessex Trains— 
are reballoting after technical 
difficulties in the first vote. 


Seen 


Eight companies have al- 
ready settled with the union. 

“The strikes are about 
defending safety on the rail- 
ways,” says Alex Holden. 

“We’ve seen how safety 
standards have declined 
since privatisation. This is 
about defending the safety 
role of the guard. 

‘Do more people have to 
die on the railway because of 
profit-hungry companies?” 

A quarter of the 24 train 
operating companies are 
technically bankrupt and all 
are reliant on government 
subsidies, according to a 
report in Rail magazine. 

The dispute is political, 
as the government’s Strate- 
gic Rail Authority is insist- 
ing companies hold down 
wages and attack jobs in 
return for subsidies. 


War 


All that adds up to an as- 
sault on safety. RMT general 
secretary Bob Crow says: 

“The fact that some op- 
erators intend to use hastily 
and inadequately trained 
managers to undertake 
guards’ duties on strike days 
underlines our concern at 
their increasingly cavalier 
attitude towards safety.” 

This dispute comes after 
years of privatisation that 
have run down the railways. 
The reduction of the guards’ 
safety roles will only mean 
train services will get even 
worse. 

This will not stop the 
media from criticising any 
strike action. 

“The right wing media 
will attack guards for going 
on strike during the war,” 
says Alex Holden. 

“But this dispute has 
been going on for a long 
time and we did not decide 
to launch this crazy attack 
on Iraq. 

“Allowing yourself to be 
pressured into doing noth- 
ing means you end up with 
nothing. 

“People should rally 
behind the guards. 

“The government is ral- 
lying behind the train oper- 
ating companies.” 
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US military—ready to take off round the world 


Out to rule the world 


WAR HAS SPURRED MILLIONS TO Phulbol. 


Demonstrators halted cities and towns 


AT LEAST one million people 
joined demonstrations on 
Saturday in Spain, run by Bush 
and Blair’s staunchest ally, the 
right wing Jose Maria Aznar. 

Some 500,000 marched in 
Barcelona and hundreds of 
thousands took to the streets in 
Madrid, with big demonstrations 
in smaller towns. 

The Spanish police have 
responded by violently rounding 
on the protests. In Madrid police 
wielded batons and fired rubber 
bullets against demonstrators and 
arrested hundreds. 

Kevin Dawson, a British anti- 
war activist, reported from 
Madrid, “On Thursday thousands 
of workers with their affiliated 
unions protested against the war. 

“arlier in the day school kids in 
their thousands protested, followed 
by a march with thousands of angry 
college students. 


“The demonstration on 
Saturday brought out hundreds of 
thousands. 

“The protesters were peaceful, 
but again the police brutality was 
excessive.” 

In Italy, led by Blair’s right 
wing ally Silvio Berlusconi, 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
took part in a four hour general 
strike last Thursday. 

Then on Saturday “there were 
big demonstrations in every Italian 
city,” reports Luciano Muhlbauer 
from the Cobas trade union. 

“The biggest was in Milan 
where over 200,000 people 
participated. There were also 
100,000 marching in Rome. 

“Things happened in towns and 
villages as well. Altogether around 
one million people were involved. 
There were protests at the US 
bases in Sicily and northern Italy 

on Sunday. 


“There was a teachers’ strike 
on Monday about problems in 
negotiations. The teachers made 
‘No to war’ one of the slogans. 

“Some of the unions have 
decided to strike against war on 2 
April and are trying to involve the 
other unions.” 

In Greece 20,000 marched in 
Athens on Saturday, with protests 
in 35 other cities. The day before 
workers across Greece took part in 
a general strike against the war. 
Some 500,000 participated in 
demos over Greece that day. 

In Turkey 5,000 joined a march 
called by trade unions in Izmit, 
near Istanbul. The next day 
several thousand marched to the 
US consulate in central Istanbul. 

In Australia up to 100,000 
rallied in Sydney. Thousands also 
marched in Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Perth. 

In Canada 200,000 people 


marched in Montreal, with 
thousands in Toronto, Ottawa, 
Edmonton and many other 
towns. Members of the 
longshore workers’ union have 
voted to refuse to ship military 
goods in Canada. 

Other demonstrations 
included 50,000 in Lahore, 
Pakistan; 12,000 in Malaysia; 
4,000 in New Zealand; 3,000 in 
Seoul, South Korea; 120,000 in 
Amsterdam, Holland; 150,000 
in 30 cities across France; 
40,000 in Helsinki, Finland; 
50,000 in Berlin, with up to 
100,000 in other towns across 
Germany; 40,000 in Berne, 
Switzerland; 35,000 in Lisbon, 
Portugal; 30,000 in Vienna, 
Austria; 15,000 in Stockholm 
and 15,000 in Gothenburg, 
Sweden; 5,000 in Oslo, 
Norway; and 6,000 in 
Brussels, Belgium. 


RESIS TANCE 


Police could 
not stop u 


OVER A quarter of 
Muli i fola Wy of=t0) of (29 
filled New York last 
Saturday ina 
vibrant multiracial 
protest. 
It included large 
groups of high 
school and college 
students. A Ce] Xo} OT) 
of relatives of 
ed=to) od (MCT TT=Ye Woy Wi | 
September carried 
co} F-Tor- Teo MNT al fet) 
read “It is 9/11 in 
L=F-Tolaol-to [ame 
_ One marcher, 
Lisa, said, “This 
war Is completely based on lies. The 
save li ic not even oil, it’s about 
r. The tolks who are in 
ee yond expand it.” oe ae 
asha Wright in the Left Turn socialj 
group reported from San PranelScoeerhe 
Taree and militancy that began on 
ay surpassed eve : 
expectations. ee 
eae main streets were shut by 
essive waves of blockaders who used 
everything from burni 
ett g eLinltate Bl of-1(< Sey Mar-\a te) 
“The police arrested 1 600 in the fi 
hours. But despite the Latey= WAV, police ee 
repression, the protests are continuing.” 
Some 75,000 marched on Saturday. 
oe Sree aon Coe in Portland 
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